
EQUIPPING THE SAINTS
THE MISSION OF THE GIFTED MEN



DELICIOUS!

a vocabulary of 4000 words, could 
speak in numerous languages and 
sing 3 operatic arias

What did you think of the bird?

She replied, "It was delicious." 


4000 WORDS
 3 LANGUAGES

3 ARIAS
$50,000



KNOW  
YOUR 
PURPOSE



The Purpose of the Church
To me, the very least of all saints, 
this grace was given, to preach to 
the Gentiles the inexhaustible 
wealth of the King, 9 and to bring 
to light what is the stewardship of 
the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created 
all things; 10 so that the multi-
colored wisdom of God might 
now be made known through the 
Church to the [angelic] rulers and 
the authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in 
accordance with the eternal 
purpose which He created [anew] 
in King Jesus our Lord (Eph. 
3:8-11 GS)



The Unseen Reality of the Church
One of our great allies at 
present is the Church itself. 
Do not misunderstand me. 
I do not mean the Church 
as we see her spread out 
through all time and space 
and rooted in eternity, 
terrible as an army with 
banners. That, I confess is 
a spectacle which makes 
our boldest tempters 
uneasy. But fortunately it is 
quite invisible to these 
humans. (CS Lewis, Screwtape)



The Unseen Victory of Christ
But each of us was given 
grace according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 
Therefore it is said, “When he 
ascended on high he made 
captivity itself a captive; he 
gave gifts to his people.” 9 
(When it says, “He ascended,” 
what does it mean but that he 
had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10 
He who descended is the 
same one who ascended far 
above all the heavens, so that 
he might fill all things.) (Eph. 4:7-10)



The Unseen Victory of Christ
Daniel 7:14 - And to Him was 
given dominion, Glory and a 
kingdom . . . 


Ephesians 1:20–23 - He 
raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far 
above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion.

1 Peter 3:22 - who is at the 
right hand of God, having 
gone into heaven, after angels 
and authorities and powers 
had been subjected to Him.



The Unseen Victory of Christ

Disarming the 
rulers and 
authorities, he has 
made a public 
disgrace of them, 
triumphing over 
them by the cross. 
(Col. 2:15 NET)



The Unseen Victory of Christ
Particularly in [Christ’s] 
death, God has 
triumphed over the 
cosmic powers. The 
image of the triumphal 
procession that followed 
a military victory is 
evoked (cf. 2 Cor 2:14). 
Here the hostile powers 
are the defeated 
enemies who are 
paraded in God’s train. 
(Andrew Lincoln, NIB)



Ascension and Endowment
And He gave gifts of the 
apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers 12 for the training of 
the saints for the work of 
ministry, to the building up of 
the Body of Christ; 13 until we 
all arrive at the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, becoming a 
mature humanity, full-grown in 
manhood, which belongs to the 
fullness of the King. (Eph. 4:11-13)
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP
PURPOSE OF THE GIFTED LEADERS

Pastor(s)

Elders

Deacons

to Equip the Body
for ministry



Purpose in the Congregation
Imagine people going to 
work day after day without 
knowing their company's 
business, 


Yet that's exactly what 
happens when church 
members don't know what 
their church is trying to do. 
Fanaticism consists in 
redoubling your efforts when 
you have forgotten your aim.  
(George Santayana) 



Equipping the Saints
Equip (katartismos) 
-“mending nets” (Mt. 
4:21)


“a perfectly adjusted 
adaptation; complete 
qualification for a specific 
purpose” (Mounce).


“the setting of a broken 
bone” (BAG).



Equipping the Saints
 “The word used here (diakonia), or 
the corresponding verb, is used of 
menial service (Luke 10:40; 17:8; 
22:26–27; Acts 6:2), and so of the 
particular work of those who came 
to be known as 
‘deacons’” (Foulkes, TBC)


“the point of God calling people to 
be apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors and teachers is so that 
every Christian can serve in the 
way they are called to do, for the 
building up of the whole body” (NT 
Wright).



For Such a Time as This

Esther 4:14 - And who 
knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for 
such a time as this?”


1 Chronicles 12:32 - the 
sons of Issachar, men 
who understood the 
times, with knowledge of 
what Israel should do . . .


