
Page �  of �1 2

Spiritual Gifts (2): 
Analysis of the Issues of Continuation vs Cessation

Gregg Strawbridge

I. Survey of the passages
A. Romans 12
B. 1 Corinthians 12-14
C. Ephesians 4
D. 1 Peter 4

II. Spiritual gifts arise from the discussion of the Body of Christ
A. 1 Cor. 12 is the earliest text which discusses gift - 1 Corinthians 12:26–29  - Now you are Christ’s 

body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 
various kinds of tongues.

B. Acts reports the unfolding of the charismata (Acts 2, 8, 10, 19)
III. The Continuation of the NT Gifts 

A. As Unchanging from NT examples, the issue rests on whether prophecy is fallible or infallible (cf 
Schreiner) 
1. Is NT prophecy is fallible?
2. Was OT prophecy fallible?

B. How does one distinguish between a false/true prophet? (Dt. 13)
IV. Tongues 

A. Are tongues a gift which all are to possess? All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not 
speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 1 Corinthians 12:30

B. There are at least two kinds: known languages
1.  Xenoglossy - speaking in a language unknown to the speaker: Acts 2: Why, are not all these 

who are speaking Galileans? 8 “And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to 
which we were born? 9 “Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia

2. Glossolalia -
a) 1 Corinthians 14:2–6  For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; 

for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But one who prophesies 
speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 4 One who speaks in a 
tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 Now I wish that you 
all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who 
prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may 
receive edifying. 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I 
profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of 
prophecy or of teaching?

b) 1 Corinthians 14:14–19  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is 
unfruitful. 15 What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with 
the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also. 16 Otherwise 
if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the 
“Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are saying? 17 For 
you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified. 18 I thank God, I 
speak in tongues more than you all; 19 however, in the church I desire to speak five 
words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words 
in a tongue.
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c) According to linguist, William J. Samarin:
(1) “[Glossolalia] consists of strings of syllables, made up of sounds taken from all those 

that the speaker knows, put together more or less haphazardly but emerging 
nevertheless as word-like and sentence-like units because of realistic, language-like 
rhythm and melody.

(2) [Glossolalia is not] "a specimen of human language because it is neither internally 
organized nor systematically related to the world man perceives.”

d) Felicitas Goodman studied a number of Pentecostal communities in the United States, the 
Caribbean and Mexico; and non-Christian rituals from Africa, Borneo, Indonesia and 
Japan. She concluded that there was no distinction between what was practised by the 
Pentecostal Protestants and the followers of other religions.

C. Purpose of Tongues: The final judgment of “Babylon the Great” comes through the gift of tongues 
(1 Cor. 14:21-22). In the context of Isaiah (quoted in 1 Cor. 14:20), we read: “Therefore, hear the 
word of the LORD, O scoffers, Who rule this people who are in Jerusalem” (Is. 28:14).  Tongues 
were a sign for unbelieving Israel.

D. Does this exclude the use of “tongues” glosssolalia for Christian experience?


