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Jesus is Lord!



C H O I C E S
• The chronology of the millennial kingdom 

• The millennial kingdom is before (pre) the “end of the world” (Christ’s coming) 
(Postmill/Amill) 

• The millennial kingdom is after (post) Christ’s coming (Premill) 

• The character of the millennial kingdom 

• The millennial kingdom is not visibly manifest (Amill) 

• The millennial kingdom is visibly manifest (Premill and Postmill) 

• The chronology of the great tribulation 

• The great tribulation is future (futurist - mostly Premills) 

• The great tribulation is past (preterist - mostly Postmills) 

• The character of the great tribulation 

• The great tribulation is a limited duration and location(futurist & preterists) 

• The great tribulation is a general and universal (mostly Amill)



P O S T M I L L - P R E T E R I S T  V I E W  

• Chronology: The millennial kingdom extends from 
Christ’s Ascension to His return 

• Character: The kingdom is spiritual through the gospel 
and yet manifests fruit in the peace of men and 
civilizations. 

• Chronology/Character: The great tribulation is past and 
specifically located in the fall of Jerusalem (70 A.D.). 

• Jesus Wins View!



P R O O F  O F  T H E  P O S T M I L L  O R D E R

• "For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But each in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His 
coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God 
and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He 
must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet [Ps 110]. The last 
enemy that will be abolished is death...." (1Co 15:22-26) 

• Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put 
on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying 
that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 “O DEATH, WHERE 
IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” (1Co 15:51-55)



P R O O F  O F  T H E  P O S T M I L L  O R D E R

• Here we have the chronological sequence of the reign of Christ in 
relation to His coming. The "end" is "when" "He delivers up the 
kingdom to the God and Father," and at the time “after He has 
abolished all rule and all authority and power” (15:24).  

• Paul teaches that the kingdom is consummated at the “end/His 
coming.” This is not when the kingdom begins (contra 
premillennialism). Further (contra amillennialism), His victory does not 
happen all at once. His abolition of rule, authority, and power (of His 
enemies) has taken place prior to the end (see BAGD on the subj. 
aorist construction with the hotan clause of v. 24, the correct trans. is 
“after He has abolished all rule. . .”).



P R O O F  O F  T H E  P O S T M I L L  O R D E R

• (a) The last (eschatos) enemy (death) is overcome at the Resurrection (at His coming), 
then His reign is prior to the Resurrection. Hence, there can’t be another 1000 years of 
enemies after this.  

• (b) Paul expresses this reign (v. 25) in a paraphrase of Psalm 110:1: “Sit at my right 
hand [reign] until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” The Bible is clear that 
this reign began when Jesus ascended to the right hand of Father (Acts 2:33, 34, 5:31). 
Christ is currently at the right hand of God the Father (Mk. 16:19, Rom. 8:34, Eph. 1:20, 
Col. 3:1, Heb. 1:3, 13, 1 Pet. 3:22). 

• (c) Though Christ is ruling in the “midst of His enemies now” (Ps. 110:2), His reign, 
according to Paul, will overcome all of His enemies. Thus the kingdom will be 
demonstrably victorious.  

• For more detail see my “An Exegetical Defense of Postmillennialism from 1 
Corinthians 15:20-25 ” at wordmp3.com/reformationresources 

http://wordmp3.com/reformationresources


The Arch of Titus



The Manoreh from the Temple in Jerusalem 
in the Arch of Titus



The Destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70



• Flavius Josephus, a Jewish priest and Pharisee, was 
put in command of the national resistance in Galilee at 
the time of Israel's revolt against Rome, but was 
captured at Jotapata; his life was spared when he 
predicted that Vespasian would become emperor and 
he agreed to provide his captors with a history of his 
people. His works are an indispensable source on first 
century Jewish life and history.  



Recorded in Detail by Josephus  
Pleads with his Jewish Brethren to Forsake Rebellion



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E  W A S  F U L F I L L E D

• Jesus stated a definite time-frame for when the events of the tribulation would happen: 
“this generation will not pass away until all these things take place” (Mt. 24:34, cf. 23:36; 
Mk. 13:30; Lk. 21:32).  

• Luke’s version of the Olivet Discourse was written with a Gentile audience in mind. So he 
leaves off descriptions thick with prophetic references. He writes, “But when you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near. Then those 
who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city 
must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city” (Lk. 21:20-21). 
Further, the location is plain: “there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to this 
people; and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the 
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled” (21:23-24). 

• This is how Jesus speaks prior to the Olivet Discourse as He enters Jerusalem: “Truly I say 
to you, all these things will come upon this generation. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to her” (Mt. 23:36-37). 



T H E  “ S I G N S  O F  T H E  T I M E S ”  T E X T S  W E R E  F U L F I L L E D

• “Amillennialism interprets the ‘signs of the times’ (for example, tribulation, apostasy, the spirit of Antichrist) to be 
characteristic marks of the present period of redemptive history (see, for example, Mt. 24:4-14; 2Tim. 3:12; Jm. 
1:2-4; Heb. 12:6; 2Th. 2:3; 2Pt. 1:10; 1Jn. 2:18, 22).” (Cornelius Venema) 

• Matthew 24 and 1 John 2:18-22 do not describe the entire millennium. Jesus identifies the time-frame as “this 
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place” (v. 34). John’s time reference is that “this is 
the last hour.”  

• The events in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 cannot be extended over a 2000 year period (or more). The text states that “the 
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed.” Whatever the “falling away” was, it had not yet happened 
as Paul was writing. Since it was something that could be recognizable to his audience, it could hardly be 
extended as a “characteristic mark” of the entire millennium. (I take a preterist view here and believe this is set in 
the first century destruction of Jerusalem.)  
  

• In the context of 2 Tim. 3:12, we read of “the last days” (v. 1). Paul explains that there are “distressing 
seasons” (kairos, “fixed periods,” v.1). The progress of evil described is the personal degeneration of individuals 
(3:13) and in this case they will progress “no further” (3:9). Verse 12 is an almost proverbial comment to Timothy 
about persecution and godly living. As such, persecution of the godly varies from “season” to “season” and from 
place to place. One would expect less persecution in a nation of disciples than say, a missionary surrounded by 
starving cannibals.



T H E  K I N G D O M  I S  D E S C R I B E D  A S  V I C T O R I O U S

• Genesis 12:3 - And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed. 

• Psalms 2:7–8 - Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your 
inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession. 

• Psalms 22:27–28 - All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the 
LORD, And all the families of the nations will worship before You. 28 For the 
kingdom is the LORD’S And He rules over the nations. 

• Isaiah 65:16–17 - For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And 
the former things will not be remembered or come to mind. 

• Habakkuk 2:14 - For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory 
of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.



J E S U S  W I N S

• Ephesians 1:20–23 - He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all 
things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

• Colossians 1:17–20 - He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 
He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19 For it 
was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

• Colossians 2:15 - When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a 
public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.



J E S U S  W I N S

• Jude 1:25 - To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen. 

• Revelation 1:5-6 - Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth . . . 6 to Him be the glory 
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

• Revelation 5:13 - To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be 
blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever. 

• Revelation 11:15 - The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever. 



T H E  E N D  I S  N O T  N E A R  B E C A U S E :

• Jesus stated a definite time-frame for when the events of the 
tribulation would happen: “this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place” (Mt. 24:34, cf. 23:36; Mk. 13:30; Lk. 21:32).  

• The judgment/warning texts which speak of a soon coming judgment 
were fulfilled within the first century context (Mt. 24:4-14; 2Tim. 3; 2Th. 
2:3; 2Pt. 1:10; 1Jn. 2:18, 22). 

• Wherever the kingdom reign of Christ is addressed, it speaks of growth 
and conquest (Ps. 2, 22, 110; Is. 11, 65; Dan. 7, e.g., Kingdom parables 
Mt. 13:31-33).



T H E  E N D  I S  N O T  N E A R  B E C A U S E :

• For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet (1 Cor. 
15:25; Ps. 110). 

• His reign has begun since He is seated in heaven. 

• His reign has not ended since “the Resurrection” has not happened. 

• All His enemies are not yet overcome. 

• He is currently putting all His enemies under His feet and that will take 
more time that our life-times. 

• ERGO: The end is NOT near.


