
Men’s and Women’s Evening Bible Study: Zechariah (03)
January 24, 2018

IMPORTANT THEME - Inferior Physical Temple (e.g., Ezra 3), but expansive spiritual 
temple. Ezra 3:11–13 - And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised 
the LORD because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 Yet many of 
the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ households, the old men who had seen the 
first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this house was laid before 
their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not distinguish 
the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping of the people, for the 
people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard far away. 

1. What is the central message of the book of  Zechariah? 1:16, 2:4, 2:8, 2:11 
2. What are the two main sections of Zechariah?
3. What are the themes and prophetic pictures in chs. 1-2?
4. What is the dilemma of Joshua the High Priest in the task of rebuilding the “second 

temple”?
5. What is the significance of the dimensions of the “flying scroll”? 5:1-21

6. What is the vision of the Ephah flying with the wings of a stork? 5:5ff
7. In vss 6:1-9, explain the vision and how this relates to an earlier vision.

1. Remember to connect the visions with the main theme
2. “Huge temple”
3. 49 lampstands rather than 7
4. Two bronze pillars Joachin and Boaz are now mountains
5. Horse colors (Rev. 6): Dappled used 4 times in the OT in Zec. 6 and Genesis 31:

1. Genesis 31:10, 12  10 “And it came about at the time when the flock were 
mating that I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the male 
goats which were mating were striped, speckled, and mottled. 12 “He said, 
‘Lift up now your eyes and see that all the male goats which are mating are 
striped, speckled, and mottled; for I have seen all that Laban has been doing 
to you.  בְֻרּדִ֑ים beruddim   (ברד) ּבָֹרד barod (vrd) [ESVS] H1261  mottled  

 “The vestibule at the front of Solomon’s Temple was twenty cubits by ten cubits (1 Kgs 6:3) …  1

the monumental cherubim over the ark, deep within the Temple, were ten cubits high, and their 
combined wingspan was twenty cubits (1 Kgs 6:24–27). The winged cherubim suggest flight, 
and the ark contained the tablets of the law (1 Kgs 8:6–9).” Ben C. Ollenburger, “The Book of 
Zechariah,” in Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature; Daniel-Malachi, vol. 7 of The New 
Interpreter’s Bible (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996), 774.  “It corresponds both to the size of 
the porch of Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 6:3), and also to the dimensions of the holy place in 
the tabernacle, which was twenty cubits long and ten cubits broad.” C. F. Keil and Delitzsch F., 
Commentary on the Old Testament, Accordance electronic ed. (Peabody: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1996), paragraph 31317.
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2. Zech. 1:8 ׂשְֻרּקִ֖יםseruqqim   (ׂשרק) ׂשָֹרק saroq (srq)  Adjective masculine plural 
absolute [ESVS] H8320  sorrel 

6. Red means war and bloodshed
7. Black means desolation, sorry and morning, economic hardship
8. White means victory
9. Dappled horses - famine and pestilance

8. What is the happening with Joshua (6:10-15) and how does this affect the future of 
Israel’s leadership?
1. The high priest is made a king, rather than the king being made a priest. Similar 

to Jesus who finished his priestly work and sat down. Hebrews 1:3–4 - “When He 
had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they.”

2. Branch shows up about 6x in many OT prophecies:
1. Branch of the Lord Is 4:2
2. Stem of Jesse Is 11:1 
3. He is the king Jer 23:5-6 (like Gospel of Matt)
4. King Jer 33:15-16
5. A servant Zech. 3:8 (e.g., Gospel of Mark)
6. A man Zech. 6:12 (e.g, Gospel of Luke)

9. What is the basic message of 7:1ff?
10. What is the basic message of 8:1ff?

The Text
Zechariah 6:1–8:23  Now I lifted up my eyes again and looked, and behold, four chariots were coming 
forth from between the two mountains; and the mountains were bronze mountains. 2 With the first 
chariot were red horses, with the second chariot black horses, 3 with the third chariot white horses, and 
with the fourth chariot strong dappled horses. 4 Then I spoke and said to the angel who was speaking 
with me, “What are these, my lord?” 5 The angel replied to me, “These are the four spirits of heaven, 
going forth after standing before the Lord of all the earth, 6 with one of which the black horses are going 
forth to the north country; and the white ones go forth after them, while the dappled ones go forth to the 
south country. 7 “When the strong ones went out, they were eager to go to patrol the earth.” And He said, 
“Go, patrol the earth.” So they patrolled the earth. 8 Then He cried out to me and spoke to me saying, 
“See, those who are going to the land of the north have appeased My wrath in the land of the north.” 9 
The word of the LORD also came to me, saying, 10 “Take an offering from the exiles, from Heldai, Tobijah 
and Jedaiah; and you go the same day and enter the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they 
have arrived from Babylon. 11 “Take silver and gold, make an ornate crown and set it on the head of 
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 “Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold, 
a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of 
the LORD. 13 “Yes, it is He who will build the temple of the LORD, and He who will bear the honor and 
sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be 
between the two offices.”’ 14 “Now the crown will become a reminder in the temple of the LORD to 
Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah and Hen the son of Zephaniah. 15 “Those who are far off will come and build the 
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temple of the LORD.” Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. And it will take 
place if you completely obey the LORD your God. 

7:1 In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the 
ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 Now the town of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regemmelech and their 
men to seek the favor of the LORD, 3 speaking to the priests who belong to the house of the LORD of 
hosts, and to the prophets, saying, “Shall I weep in the fifth month and abstain, as I have done these 
many years?” 4 Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 5 “Say to all the people of the 
land and to the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months these seventy 
years, was it actually for Me that you fasted? 6 ‘When you eat and drink, do you not eat for yourselves 
and do you not drink for yourselves? 7 ‘Are not these the words which the LORD proclaimed by the 
former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous along with its cities around it, and the 
Negev and the foothills were inhabited?’” 8 Then the word of the LORD came to Zechariah saying, 9 
“Thus has the LORD of hosts said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to 
his brother; 10 and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise 
evil in your hearts against one another.’ 11 “But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn 
shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing. 12 “They made their hearts like flint so that they could not 
hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; 
therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts. 13 “And just as He called and they would not listen, 
so they called and I would not listen,” says the LORD of hosts; 14 “but I scattered them with a storm 
wind among all the nations whom they have not known. Thus the land is desolated behind them so that 
no one went back and forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate.” 

8:1 Then the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I am exceedingly 
jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.’ 3 “Thus says the LORD, ‘I will return to Zion 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the 
mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’ 4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Old 
men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand because 
of age. 5 ‘And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its streets.’ 6 “Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, ‘If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, will it also 
be too difficult in My sight?’ declares the LORD of hosts. 7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Behold, I am 
going to save My people from the land of the east and from the land of the west; 8 and I will bring them 
back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God in 
truth and righteousness.’ 9 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Let your hands be strong, you who are 
listening in these days to these words from the mouth of the prophets, those who spoke in the day that 
the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, to the end that the temple might be built. 10 
‘For before those days there was no wage for man or any wage for animal; and for him who went out or 
came in there was no peace because of his enemies, and I set all men one against another. 11 ‘But now I 
will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,’ declares the LORD of hosts. 12 ‘For there 
will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield its produce and the heavens will 
give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to inherit all these things. 13 ‘It will come 
about that just as you were a curse among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save 
you that you may become a blessing. Do not fear; let your hands be strong.’ 14 “For thus says the LORD 
of hosts, ‘Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ says the LORD 
of hosts, ‘and I have not relented, 15 so I have again purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and 
to the house of Judah. Do not fear! 16 ‘These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one 
another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates. 17 ‘Also let none of you devise evil in 
your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,’ declares the LORD.” 18 
Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 19 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘The fast of 
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the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh and the fast of the tenth months will become joy, 
gladness, and cheerful feasts for the house of Judah; so love truth and peace.’ 20 “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, ‘It will yet be that peoples will come, even the inhabitants of many cities. 21 ‘The inhabitants of one 
will go to another, saying, “Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of 
hosts; I will also go.” 22 ‘So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in 
Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.’ 23 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘In those days ten men 
from all the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you.”’” 
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