
Next Stop, Thessalonica (III): Fathers of the Church 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

According to the National Center for Fathering, 
children who grow up in fatherless homes are 
44% more likely to grow up in poverty. Ten times 
more likely to abuse various substances. Nine 
times more likely to drop out of school. 70% of 
adolescents in juvenile detention facilities come 
from fatherless homes. And 80% of those in 
psychiatric hospitals come from fatherless 
homes.  

That’s a bad outlook, but how bad is it really?  

According to the Pew Research Center, in 1960, 
87% of children lived in a home with two 
parents. Only 9% were in a single parent home. 
By 2008, 64% lived in a a home with two 
parents, and 25% now lived in a single parent 
home. The US Census Bureau found in 2014 that 
24% of all American children lived in father- 
absent homes. That is 17.4 million children. That 

is more than six times the population of Chicago! 

In the passage today, St. Paul now describes his ministry among the Thessalonians as 
that of a “father with his children.” From this, we learn three principles of fatherhood: 
Fathers Provide (verses 9-10), Fathers Teach (verses 11-12), and Fathers 
Worship (verse 13). 

As this Sunday is also the Sunday on which All Saints Day is typically observed. Verse 13 
of our passage today says, “when you received the word of God, which you heard from 
us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you believers.” Listen to what the “Church Fathers” said about the 
Scriptures:  

St. Clement of Rome, in the first century, only about 50 years after Christ, wrote: 
“Brethren, be contentious and zealous for the things which lead to salvation! You have 
studied the Holy Scriptures which are true and are of the Holy Spirit.” (Letter to the 
Corinthians)  

St. Theophilus of Antioch, the 7th bishop of Antioch, wrote in the second century: 
“Moreover, in regard to the righteousness which the law enjoined, the Prophets and the 
Gospels are found to be consistent with each other, because they all spoke as being 
inspired by the one Spirit of God.” (To Autolycus)  



St. Irenaeus, also in the second century, says that some passages are difficult to 
understand, but this is no reason to abandon the Scriptures or God. He says, “Things of 
that kind we must leave to God . . . knowing full well that the Scriptures are 
certainly perfect, since they were spoken by the Word of God and by His 
Spirit.” (Against Heresies)  

St. Hippolytus of Rome, in the 3rd century: “Neither does Scripture falsify 
anything, nor does the Holy Spirit deceive His servants, the prophets, through whom 
He is pleased to announce to men the will of God.” (Commentary on Daniel)  

St. Cyprian of Carthage, in the 3rd century: “...we know by our faith in the Divine 
Scriptures, of which God Himself is the author and initiator, both that sinners are 
brought back to repentance, and that pardon and forgiveness are not denied the 
penitent.” 231 (Letters)  

The Reformation happened in part, I would contend, because the Church failed to follow 
in the footsteps of the Fathers in relation to the Scriptures! 

Communion Meditation: 

In Matthew 7:9-11, our Lord says, “Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, 
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”  

Our loving heavenly Father has given us many good things out of His love and favor. He 
has given us earthly fathers who provide for us, teach us, and lead us to worship God. 
But of course, Almighty God has given us His Son as a perfect sacrifice for us, and “in 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.” (Eph 
3:12)  

Our Father knows that we need to eat in order to live. And He knows that we can’t save 
ourselves. So He has given us the bread of life from heaven, to meet our needs. Since 
Christ’s Body was broken for us, and His blood shed for us, and as we partake of this 
sacrifice through faith, He nourishes and feeds us as a good . . . nay, a perfect Father.  

This meal, then, is the joyful feast of the children of God, set before them by their loving 
Father. As many of you as have been baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, and who by faith are united with His Body on earth, are called to 
dine with God your Father.  

Word of Commission: 

We’ve considered today the faith of our fathers, especially with regard to All Saints Day. 
And some of you may have heard of St. Eric Liddell.  



Liddell was the Scottish runner whose story was made famous by the film “Chariots of 
Fire.” In the 1924 Olympic games, he won gold in the 400m race, even though the event 
he was favored to win was the 100m. He didn’t compete in the 100m that year because 
the heats were held on a Sunday, and as a Christian, he was committed to Sabbath rest 
and worship.  

But though he was probably the world’s highest-regarded runner at the time, he didn’t 
care about fame, or fortune, but gave up competitive running only a year later, to 
dedicate the rest of his life to missionary work in China.  

The morning he left Scotland for the mission field, hundreds of fans showed up at the 
train station to see him off. And they asked him to give a speech. Instead of a speech, he 
led the crowd in singing, “Jesus Shall Reign where’er the sun, doth its successive 
journeys run.”  

Then he left for China, where He served the Lord for 18 years, until he died in a World 
War 2 prison camp.  

We go now, in the strength of the Lord, to follow in the footsteps of Christ, the Apostles, 
and all saints—including St. Eric Liddell—living lives of faith and dependence on our 
Lord.  


