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Personal Evangelism 
Gospel of John, Part XIV 
John 4:1-42, Part Three 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Glories to Follow 
 
“Indeed [Yahweh] says, ‘It is too small a thing that You 
should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a 
light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the 
ends of the earth’” (Isaiah 49:6).  
 
 
II. Living Water 
 

A. A Simple Request Rejected (7-9) 
 

 
B. A Profound Offer Taken (10-15) 

 
“Living water” is water that comes from a spring; it is running water not still water. 
Jesus is, of course, using the term metaphorically. The “living water” is the “gift of God” 
– and what is that gift? It is _____________, a life of peace with God through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C. A Scandalous Life Revealed (16-26 cf. Jer 2:13) 

 
“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, 
And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jeremiah 2:13) 
 

 
 
III. Contours of Personal Evangelism 
 

A. A Heart for the Lost (cf. Ps 66:1; 96:7) 
 

The first thing that we learn from our passage is that Jesus would have us cultivate a 
heart for the lost. R.C.H. Lenski writes, “Tired and thirsty as [Jesus] is, his wants may wait 
if only he is able to supply hers” (Lenski, 304). 
 
 In the psalms, we often summon the nations to join us in worship: 

• “Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! Sing out the honor of His name; Make 
His praise glorious.” (Psalm 66:1) 

• “Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the LORD glory and 
strength. Give to the LORD the glory due His name (Psalm 96:7) 

 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:11) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:12-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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B. The Nature of Evangelism 
 

1. Persuasion not coercion (cf. 2 Cor 10:3-6) 
 
First, our text emphasizes that the work of evangelism is one of persuasion not 
coercion. ____________ is the attempt to persuade another to turn away from other 
“gods”, to believe in the Triune God, and to begin worshiping Him. Hence, it is the use 
of persuasive speech not of force.  
 

a. Words of Life (10-15) – 
 

b. Guilty Conscience (16-19) – 
 

c. Existing Biblical/Religious Knowledge (20, 25) –  
 

d. Personal Experience (28-29, 39) –  
 

2. Persuasion not conversion (cf. 2 Tim 2:24-25) 
 

Second, our work is persuasion not conversion. It is not our job to convert people 
and to make them into worshipers of the Father, Son, and Spirit. That is not 
something that we can accomplish: 

“The Lord’s bondservant must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will 
grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth…” (2 Tim 2:24-25).  

 
 

C. The Message of Evangelism (cf. Mk 1:15; Lk 3:8) 
 

Note well Jesus’ words at the beginning of Mark’s Gospel: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel” (1:15). 

 
This is our basic message: Repent, and believe in the Gospel. The ___________ is that 
God has sent His Son Jesus to establish His kingdom on earth and to save sinners 
before the final judgment takes place. So God is calling everyone to repent and believe 
in light of this Good News. To _____________ is to acknowledge that you have 
transgressed against God, that you have put other things in His place, and to 
_____________ is to set your heart on God and His glory once again.  
 
John Piper explains well: “Repenting means experiencing a change of mind that now sees God 
as true and beautiful and worthy of all our praise and all our obedience. This change of mind also 
embraces Jesus in the same way.” Repentance is “an inner change that gives rise to new God-
centered, Christ-exalting behavior” (Piper). John the Baptist summons his hearers, “Bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance” (Lk 3:8). As Piper explains, “This means that repenting is 
what happens inside of us that leads to the fruits of new behavior. Repentance is not the new deeds, 
but the inward change that bears the fruit of new deeds.” 

 
IV. Conclusion 


