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Easter Glory 
Various 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. We Beheld His Glory 
 
 

II. Easter Glory 
 

A. The Glory of Christ’s Resurrection (Jn 7:39; 12:23; 17:1ff; Ac 3:13; Heb 2:9) 
 

When John writes that “we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father,” he is 
thinking foremost of Jesus’ death and resurrection: 

• 7:39 – 
• 12:23, 28 – 
• 17:1ff –  

 
Peter uses this same language in Acts 3:13-15, “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, ____________ His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the 
presence of Pilate…” Similarly, Paul writes in Hebrews that we see Jesus for the suffering of 
death crowned with ___________ and honor… (2:9). 
 
WSC #28: Wherein consists the exaltation of Christ? Christ exaltation consists in his rising 
again from the dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God 
the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.  

 
 
 

B. The Glory of the Saints (1 Cor 15:40-49; Phil 3:21; 2 Thes 2:14) 
 

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God 
from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to 
which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the _________ of our Lord Jesus Christ.” So 
what does that mean? Paul explains in Philippians 3:21 when he writes that God will 
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His [Christ’s] _____________ body.  
 
 
 
The Corinthians ask, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” (1 Cor 
15:35) Paul’s response is twofold: 

• The Seed and the “Body” (36-38). Even so, the resurrection body will be far more 
glorious than the “seed” which is planted but it emerges from that “seed” (43-45). 

 
• Different types of “flesh” (39-41). Even so, the resurrection body will be of the same 

basic “stuff” as our current body but will be far more glorious (46-49). 
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III. Implications 
 

A. The Intention of the Creator (cf. Rom 8:18-25) 
 

Why does the language of “glory” so frequently find itself associated with the 
resurrection? Because the resurrection reveals God’s intention to rescue His originally 
glorious creation, including the head of that creation, Man, from shame and dishonor. 
God intends to restore everything to glory.  

 
Athanasius in his book On the Incarnation describes the “divine dilemma” that arose from 
our rebellion against God in the garden: 

i. It is unthinkable that God would fail to execute his threat of death against the 
first Adam’s disobedience. 

ii. It is unthinkable that God would abandon His creation to the schemes of the 
Evil One and the rebellion of Adam. He writes: “A king who has founded a city, 
so far from neglecting it when through the carelessness of the inhabitants it is attacked by 
robbers, avenges it and saves it from destruction, having regard rather to his own honor than 
to the people’s neglect.” 

 
So what would God do to solve this dilemma? He orchestrated a plan to restore the 
entire creation to glory by a second Man. In six days God created the heavens and the 
earth, the seas and all deeps, and all very good. Then it all went wrong. But God did not 
abandon us; He did not abandon His creation; He did not abandon that which His 
decision to create had formed. He sent His Son to rescue it. He is restoring us and all 
creation to glory. 

 
 

B. The Goodness of Creation (cf. Eccl 2:24-25; 3:12-13; 5:18-20; 6:1-3; 8:15; 9:7-9) 
 

The resurrection reminds us of the goodness of creation: the material world as created 
by God is good. Jesus rose from the grave bodily. Salvation is not escape from the body 
but deliverance, body and soul, from the ravages of sin and death. Unlike the Greeks 
who denigrated the body and taught that our physicality is our problem, the Scriptures 
insist that our problem is sin and corruption not our material bodies. 

 
 
 

IV. Conclusion – The Glory of the Ordinary 
 

…what is the heroic moment meant to do but recover the ordinary greatness that God originally intended? 
Deborah and Gideon are raised up by God so that everyone can return to ordinary love and life and food 
with freedom and without harm in their [village] with God. We get rid of evil so that people can live their 
ordinary lives without harassment. The great triumph of a fictional Superman is to free the citizens of 
Metropolis from evil so that they can work, marry, live, eat, and find meaning. The great triumph of the 
Greatest Generation was to free the world for a time from tyranny so that people could go back to the blessing 
and joy of daily life. The true act of heroism in Jesus on the cross and emptying the tomb is to return us to the 
grace of doing life with God in a place with love for our neighbors and finding the enjoyment in that which 
God created for us. Heroic moments have as their aim the recovery of the ordinary. (Zach Eswine) 


