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Marks of the Church 
Acts 2:41-42; Eph 4:1-24 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Salt, Light, City on a Hill 
 
 
II. Marks of the Church (cf. Eph 4:1-16) 
 
WCF, 25.4. This catholic Church hath been sometimes more, sometimes less visible. And particular Churches, 
which are members thereof, are more or less pure, according as the doctrine of the Gospel is taught and embraced, 
ordinances administered, and public worship performed more or less purely in them. 

 
The WCF reminds us that the light of particular churches is always more or less pure. 
Sometimes a particular church will shine brightly, sometimes dimly. The degree to which a 
particular church shines the light of Christ is determined by its love for the Word of God, its 
faithfulness in administering the sacraments, and its commitment to reverent worship.  
 

A. Keep the Unity of the Spirit (4:1-6) 
 

The first thing that Paul exhorts us is to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (3).  
 
This unity is symbolized in the rite of _____________. There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism… The Spirit brings us all into the Church in the same way – through baptism. 
“By one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (1 Cor 12:13). Baptism is the covenant sign 
that unites us to God and to His people.  
 
The sign of the Spirit’s work is not a community in which there are no disagreements – it 
is one in which those disagreements are worked out. Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. This type of unity and commitment to one another – not because we 
“like” one another but because we are united to one another in Christ – is the type of 
“love” that makes the Church a witness to the world.  
 
 
B. Equip and Edify the Saints (4:7-16) 
 
WCF, 25.3. Unto this catholic visible Church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of 
God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the world: and doth, by His 
own presence and Spirit, according to His promise, make them effectual thereunto. 

 
1. Maturity is the goal 

 
Why has Christ given the ministry to the Church? 

• for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry 
• for the edifying of the body of Christ 
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First, the responsibility of the ministry is to ____________ the saints to minister. The 
Church is to be characterized by mutual ministry – joyfully using our gifts and 
abilities to minister to one another. It is not the responsibility of the leaders to do all 
the ministry.; it is their responsibility to equip the saints to do the work of ministry.  
 
Second, the responsibility of the ministry is to _____________ the body of Christ. The 
word edify means to build up, to mature. The goal of equipping, in other words, is to 
grow the people of God into maturity, into the likeness of Jesus Christ. Note the 
WCF – Christ has given gifts to the Church for the gathering and perfecting of the saints. 

 
_______________ is the goal of Christian discipleship. We are to no longer be children 
(4:14). We are to grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ (4:15). 
 
 
2. They continued steadfastly (Acts 2:42) 

 
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 
in the prayers. 

 
Note this phrase: they continued steadfastly. It is not enough to respond the preaching of 
the Gospel in faith and be enrolled in church via baptism. The Church has not been 
called to ply for “decisions for Christ.” We have been called to “disciple the nations.” 

 
In other words, it is the responsibility of church leaders to train the people of God 
so that they can be well equipped and mature. Further, it is the responsibility of the 
people of God to learn so that they can be well equipped and mature.  
 

 
C. Pursue Holiness (4:17-24 cf. Phil 2:14-16) 

 
In verses 17-19, Paul reminds us that that which unbelievers do is a fruit of their spiritual 
condition.  
 
In verses 20-24, Paul reminds us that we have not so learned Christ! That is not who we 
are! We are the light of the world! We are not darkness. So we are to: 

• Put off the old man who is growing corrupt… 
• And put on the new man who was created according to God in true righteousness…. 

 
The Puritans used to call this the process of mortification & vivification. _______________ 
is the process by which we put to death, kill, our old, sinful habits. ________________ 
is the process by which we enliven, feed, new habits.  

Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, 
children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 

 
III. Conclusion 


