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God’s Glory is Risen Upon You 
Isaiah 60 & 61 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction (cf. Mk 1:14-15) 
 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  
 
II. Arise, shine! (cf. Is 60:1-3) 
 
Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His 
glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising. 

• Summons:  
• Declaration:  
• Promise: 

 
A. The Servant? No. (cf. Is 49:7b; Mt 2:1ff) 

 
B. Zion? Yes. (vv. 14-22 cf. Is 2:1-4) 
 

 
III. Zion, City of our God 
 

A. The Jerusalem Below (cf. Gal 4:21-31) 
 

 
B. The Jerusalem Above (cf. Mt 5:14-16; Phil 3:3; Heb 12:22-24; Rev 21:9-14) 
 
Jesus teaches that those who listen to His teaching, who worship Him and serve 
Him, are the light of the world, a city set on a hill. The _________, in other words, is 
Zion, the continuation and fulfillment of everything that Israel was supposed to be. 

 
The Apostle John confirms this in Revelation 21:9ff. He has a vision of the “woman, 
the Lamb’s bride” (v. 9, i.e., the Church, cf. Eph 5:25). And how does John identify 
this Church? As the heavenly Jerusalem (10), having the glory of God (11a), and sharing 
the heritage of the OT – the twelve gates signify the twelve tribes of Israel (13) – with the 
foundation of the NT – the twelve foundation stones are the twelve apostles (14). In other 
words, John insists, there is a continuity between the people of the OT and the NT. 
The ___________ is the Israel of God. 

 
What does that mean? When we read Isaiah’s glorious descriptions of Mount Zion, 
we are reading about the _____________, about the people of God. Isaiah tells us 
that under the rule of the Messiah, Zion shall be exalted and glorified. Zion, now 
decentralized and spread throughout all the nations of the earth, is to be the center 
of every society. 
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IV. Zion Shall be Glorious (cf. Is 61:1-11) 
 

A. Zion’s Culture 
 
 

B. Gentiles shall come to your light (cf. Jn 13:35) 
 

• A Community centered around the Anointed One (v. 1) 
 
• A Community of Mercy, Grace, and Justice (vv. 1-3) 

 
• A Community of Righteousness (v. 3) 

 
• A Community of Restoration and Reconciliation (v. 4-6) 

 
• A Community of Generations (vv. 8-9) 

 
• A Community of Joy (vv. 10-11) 

 
 
V. Application 
 

A. The Light of the World 
 

Isaiah calls us to shine – to display the glory of the God we worship. God has arisen 
in Jesus Christ; Jesus has sent forth His glorious Spirit to rest on His people; and so 
Isaiah summons us to “arise, shine, for our light has come.” He summons us to be the 
__________ of the world. 
 
 
B. A Reformed Aesthetic 

 
Isaiah indicates that the Church’s beauty is to manifest itself in aesthetic beauty.  

1. Each nation brings its own unique gift to the glory of the Lord (5-7); 
2. These gifts are absolutely glorious (13 cf. Rev 21:24). 

 
Isaiah’s picture of the glory of Zion critiques our construction of utilitarian buildings. 
Architectural utilitarianism, the idea that we should just make our buildings useful or 
functional, is not biblical. We are not utilitarian because God is not utilitarian.  

 
External beauty is no substitute for glorious character. “A beautiful woman who lacks 
discretion is like a pig with a ring in its snout” (Pr 11:22). There is many a cathedral that 
belies the ugliness that characterize the message preached and the unrighteousness 
practiced there. The stones and stain glass bear witness against them. 
 
 

VI. Conclusion 


