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The Kingdom Shall be the Lord’s 
Obadiah, Part IV 
Obadiah 17-21 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The God who Judges 
 
God will not permit wickedness to flourish forever; He will not permit unrighteousness to continue indefinitely; He will 
cause righteousness and justice to be known in the earth.  
 
II. Promise of Restoration 
 

A. Deliverance (17) 
 
 

B. Unity and Victory (18) 
 

 
C. Expansion (19-20) 

 
 
D. Summary (21) 

 
 
 
The basic message of Obadiah is this: the exiles shall return to the 
land and be restored to their possessions. Indeed, they shall expand 
even further than they were before. They will have brave leaders who 
will lead them to victory over their enemies in the fear of God. So 
shall God’s _____________ be established. 
 
 
III. Application 

 
A. A Message of Hope 

 
What is __________? Webster defines it as a “desire of some good, accompanied with at least a slight 
expectation of obtaining it, or a belief that it is obtainable. Hope differs from wish and desire in this, that it 
implies some expectation of obtaining the good desired, or the possibility of possessing it. Hope therefore 
always gives pleasure or joy; whereas wish and desire may produce or be accompanied with pain and anxiety.”  

 
1. Personal Hope (Ps 30:4-5) 

 
Obadiah reminds us that if we trust the Lord and look to Him in faith, then we should 
always live in hope. Remember the words of the psalmist: 

Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of His, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy 
name. For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a night, 
But joy comes in the morning. 

Outline of Obadiah 
(from Jeffrey Niehaus) 

 
I. Title (1a) 
II. Description of the Scene of Judgment (1b) 
III. Speech by the Judge (2-21) 

A. Three Sentences (2-9) 
B. Three Pronouncements of Guilt (10-14) 
C. Sentence on the Nations (15-16) 
D. Promise of Restoration (17-21) 
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2. Historical Hope (Is 42:1-4 cf. Ps 60; 2 Cor 4:8-9) 
 

Obadiah’s vision is but a taste of the full reality that God promised – God shall extend 
the borders of His kingdom to include all the nations of the earth. Isaiah declares: 

“Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My 
Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the [nations]. He will not cry out, nor raise His 
voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking 
flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. He will not fail nor be discouraged, 
Till He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law.” 

 
 

B. The Kingdom Shall be the Lord’s (Is 42:8; Acts 4:12; Rev 21:22-23) 
 

Obadiah reminds us that there is hope only in Jesus Christ. There is salvation in no other – 
whether that is personal salvation or cultural salvation. Jesus is the only hope – the kingdom 
shall be the Lord’s. 
 
 
God saves Israel in order to establish His kingdom, His rule. His purpose in salvation is to 
exalt His Name, to demonstrate the wonder of His mercy and the eternal hope that God’s 
people possess. Why had God judged Israel? Because Israel’s sin defiled and dishonored 
God’s Name. But now He is going to save her so that she might be what He had created her 
to be – a wonder and a beauty on earth, the light of the nations, a city set on a hill.  
 
 
This is why Obadiah connects the salvation of Israel, the salvation of God’s people, with 
____________ (17). When God saves His people, He simultaneously gives them a desire for 
holiness, a desire to turn away from sin and practice righteousness. Why? Because apart from 
the practice of holiness, judgment will return to the sons of men. 
 
 
So let’s apply this to America. Our goal as God’s people is to disciple America; our goal is to 
bring our people to confess that Jesus is Lord and to learn what it is to obey Him. We must 
repudiate the notion of a ___________ society. “America can be great, can rise to greatness whether 
she acknowledges the Living God or not.” That is a lie and it is a profoundly religious lie. 
Secularism places nations at the center of human history and imagines that they can be great 
independent of the blessing of Almighty God.  
 
 
Obadiah’s announcement is diametrically opposed to secularism. The kingdom shall be the 
Lord’s. The nations will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father. As John anticipates in Revelation 11:15, “the kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.” So we sing to the nations in the psalms (Psalm 68E): 

O all ye kingdoms of the earth, give praises unto God!  
And Him who is the Lord of all, with praises do ye laud! With praises do ye laud!  

 
 

IV. Conclusion (cf. Rev 19:11-16) 


