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The Folly of Pride 
Obadiah, Part II 
Obadiah 2-9 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The God who Judges (Ps 98:7-9) 
 
God’s judgment is _________ news. God will not permit wickedness to flourish; He will not permit 
unrighteousness to continue indefinitely; the foundation of God’s throne is righteousness and justice and He 
will cause both to be known in the earth. 
 
 
II. Three Sentences Against Edom 
 

A. Edom humbled (2-4 cf. Is 14:12-15; Amos 9:2-4) 
 

The Edomites imagined, in the pride of their heart, that they were invulnerable. Who will 
bring me down to the ground? God answers: I will bring you down (4).  
 
Obadiah’s hyperbolic, rhetorical question reflects the words of Amos (9:2-4): 

“Though they dig into hell, From there My hand shall take them; Though they climb up to 
heaven, From there I will bring them down; And though they hide themselves on top of Carmel, 
From there I will search and take them; Though they hide from My sight at the bottom of the 
sea, From there I will command the serpent, and it shall bite them; Though they go into 
captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword, And it shall slay them. I 
will set My eyes on them for harm and not for good.” 

 
B. Edom betrayed (5-7 cf. v. 10) 

 
 

C. Edom benighted (8-9) 
 

 
Yahweh is the Lord. He is Judge of all the earth and He always 
judges righteously.  

 
III. Application 
 

A. Edomite Exceptionalism (cf. Is 40:15-17; Rev 18:4-8; 3:14-22) 
 
Our text emphasizes the danger of national pride – the type of national pride that 
imagines itself superior to all others and incapable of destruction. Who will bring me 
down to the ground? “I am invincible; no one can bring me down; look how great I am; look at all 
these powerful allies surrounding me; look at the might of my military; look at my wealth.” 
 
Obadiah’s vision serves as a warning to the United States of America: God can bring 
us down swiftly, surely, and completely. Almighty God is Judge (Is 40:15-17). 

Outline of Obadiah 
(from Jeffrey Niehaus) 

 
I. Title (1a) 
II. Description of the Scene of Judgment (1b) 
III. Speech by the Judge (2-21) 

A. Three Sentences (2-9) 
B. Three Pronouncements of Guilt (10-14) 
C. Sentence on the Nations (15-16) 
D. Promise of Restoration (17-21) 
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And this is not just an Old Testament teaching. In Revelation 18, John announces 
the fall of Babylon the great, a symbolic name for ancient Jerusalem. 

And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share 
in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and God 
has remembered her iniquities. Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her 
double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. In the 
measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment 
and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see 
sorrow.’ Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. And 
she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 

 
 

B. Wisdom & Strength as Gifts (cf. Jer 9:23-24; Ps 52) 
 

Wisdom and strength are __________ from God which He, in His grace, distributes to 
humanity and which He, in judgment, frequently removes.  
 

1. Wisdom (1 Kgs 3; Pr 2:1-9; Is 29:14; 44:24-25; James 1:5) 
 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, And He who formed you from the womb: “I am the 
LORD, who makes all things, Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad 
the earth by Myself; Who frustrates the signs of the babblers, And drives diviners mad; Who 
turns wise men backward, And makes their knowledge foolishness… (Is 44:24-25) 

 
2. Strength (Lev 26:6-8, 14-17, 36-37) 

 
In Leviticus 26, the Lord declares first the blessings that will come upon Israel if 
they love and obey Him. Among these blessings is strength and courage. I will give 
peace in the land… and none will make you afraid… You will chase your enemies, and they 
shall fall by the sword before you. Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall 
put ten thousand to flight; your enemies shall fall by the sword before you. (6-8) 

 
Conversely, if Israel were to disobey the Lord, then He would cause Israel to 
melt with fear: ‘I will even appoint terror over you... I will set My face against you, and you 
shall be defeated by your enemies. Those who hate you shall reign over you, and you shall flee 
when no one pursues you. (14-17) 
 

The only appropriate response when we have acted wisely or courageously is to bow 
before the Lord and give Him praise (Jer 9:23-24): 
 
C. Christ the Wisdom & Strength of God (1 Cor 1:18-31; Eph 2:8-9) 

 
This applies just as truly to our salvation from sin and death. Paul reminds us, By 
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should ___________ (Eph 2:8-9). 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


