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The Vision of Obadiah 
Obadiah, Part I 
Obadiah 1 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Why Obadiah? (2 Tim 3:16-17) 
 
 
 
II. The Vision of Obadiah 
 

A. Who inspired it? 
 
 

 
B. Who wrote it? (1 Kg 18:3-16; 1 Chr 3:21 7:3; 8:38; 9:16, 44; 12:9; 27:19; 2 Chr 

17:7; 34:12; Ezra 8:9; Neh 10:5; 11:17; 12:25) 
 
 
 

C. Who is the subject of it?  
 

Two nations are in your womb; two peoples shall be separated from your 
body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the 
younger. (Gen 25:23) 

 
1. Signs of Hope (Gen 33; Dt 2:1-6, 21-22; 23:7-8) 

 
 
 

2. Troubles 
 
  Entrance into Canaan  c. 1400 BC Num 20:14-21 
  During Monarchy 
   Saul   c. 1040 BC 1 Sam 14:47 
   David   c. 990 BC 2 Sam 8:14 

Jehoshaphat  c. 860 BC 2 Chr 20:22,23 
Jehoram  c. 845 BC 2 Kgs 8:20ff. 
Uzziah   c. 770 BC Amos 1:11-12 
Ahaz   c. 730 BC 2 Chr 28:17 

   Fall of Judah  c. 586 BC Ps 137:7; Lam 4:21,22  
 
 

 
D. Who received it? 

 
 
 

Outline of Obadiah 
(from Jeffrey Niehaus) 

 
I. Title (1a) 
II. Description of the Scene of Judgment (1b) 
III. Speech by the Judge (2-21) 

A. Three Sentences (2-9) 
B. Three Pronouncements of Guilt (10-14) 
C. Sentence on the Nations (15-16) 
D. Promise of Restoration (17-21) 
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III. Application 
 

A. The Inestimable Privilege of Hearing God’s Word (Ps 119; Dan 9:8-11; Rom 3:2) 
 

What is a prophet? Prophets were not primarily soothsayers or fortune tellers but 
messengers from God. The prophets were enforcers of God’s covenant. They took 
God’s _________ and applied it to a specific situation under the inspiration of God.  

“O Lord, to us belongs shame of face… We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, 
to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets. Yes, all Israel has 
transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and 
the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because 
we have sinned against Him.” (Dan 9:8-11)	

 
B. The Sovereign Control of the Lord God (Pr 16:9; Dan 2:20-22; 4:34-35) 

 
Obadiah reminds us that _______ sits in the counsels of the nations and determines 
their plans. As the old adage puts it, “Man proposes, God disposes.” Or, in the words of 
Solomon, “The mind of man plans his ways, but the Lord directs his steps” (Prov 16:9). 
 

Now also many nations have gathered against you, Who say, “Let her be defiled, And let our 
eye look upon Zion.” But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, Nor do they understand 
His counsel; For He will gather them like sheaves to the threshing floor. (Mic 4:11-12) 

 
1. Have Courage! 

 
Obadiah’s prophecy gives hope and courage to a suffering people. God has 
purposes that are far different than the purposes of those who are acting 
unjustly – and it is God’s purposes that shall prevail.  

 
2. Be Humble! (cf. Jn 4) 

 
Always be aware that God’s purpose for whatever you are planning may be 
different from your own.  

 
C. The Absolute Justice of the Lord God (Pr 26:27; Is 10:5-16; Jer 51) 

 
God uses even the evil actions of evil men to accomplish His holy and righteous 
purposes. Assyria was used by God to judge Israel – but because Assyria didn’t give 
glory to God and acknowledge its dependence upon God, He would subsequently 
judge her. God always rules ____________. 

Shall the ax boast itself against him who chops with it? Or shall the saw exalt itself 
against him who saws with it? As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up, Or 
as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood! Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, 
Will send leanness among his fat ones; And under his glory He will kindle a burning 
Like the burning of a fire. 

 
 

IV. Conclusion 


