
Men’s Study for Winter/Spring 2017
THEOLOGY - a brief biblical overview of systematic theology

Overview of Topics for Our Study: We will cover roughly one topic per meeting
Theology proper – The study of the character of the Triune God
Bibliology and Biblical theology – The study of the Bible
Anthropology and Hamartiology – The study of the nature of humanity and sin
Christology – The study of Christ
Pneumatology – The study of the Holy Spirit
Soteriology – The study of salvation
Angelology – The study of angels
Ecclesiology – The study of the church
Eschatology – The study of the end times

Review
1. Could we know God without revelation? Why/why not?
2. What are the two basic kinds of revelation?
3. How did God use the writers of Scripture in their own world and language?
4. Can you argue for the authority, inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible?

Anthropology and Hamartiology – The study of the nature of humanity and sin
Preparation Questions - Think through These Before the Study
1. What is the original place of Man in creation?
2. In Gen. 1, how is mankind divided?
3. What is human nature?
4. What is the nature of human sin?
5. How is sin transmitted to Adam’s descendants?

Read Berkhof chs. XI-XII (and be ready to answer these questions)
http://allsaints-church.com/files/ChristianDoctrineBerkhof.pdf

Key Verses
Matt. 10:28. “And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him who is able to destroy both body and soul in hell.” 
Rom. 8:10. “And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because 
of righteousness.” 
Eccl. 12:7. “And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns unto God who gave 
it.” 
Heb. 12:9. “Furthermore, we had the fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?” 
Gen. 1:27. “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male 
and female created He them.” 
Gen. 9:6. “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God 
made He man.” 
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Jas. 3:9. “Therewith bless we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, who are made 
in the likeness of God.” 
Eph. 4:24. “And put on the new man, that after God hath been created in righteousness and 
holiness of truth.” 
Col. 3:10. “And have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him.” 
Hos. 6:7. “But they like Adam have transgressed the covenant.” 
1 Cor. 16:22. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

chapter XI
1. What is the usual view of the elements of human nature, and how can this be proved? 
2. What other view is there, and what passages seem to support it? 
3. What different views are there as to the origin of the soul? 
4. What are the arguments for, and the objections to each one of these? 
5. Do the words ‘image’ and likeness denote different things? 
6. What is the Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, and the Reformed view of the image of God in 
man? 
7. What distinction do the Reformed make, and why is it, important?  
8. What Bible proof have we for the covenant of works?  
9. Who are the parties in the covenants?  
10. What is the promise, the condition, the penalty, and the sacrament of the covenants? 11. In 
what sense does this covenant still hold? 
12. In what sense is it abolished? 

chapter XII
1. What it the biblical view of the origin of sin?  
2. What was the first sin, and what elements can be distinguished in it? 3. How would you 
prove that Satan was the real tempter? 
4. What were the results of the first sin?  
5. Do the words ‘sin’ and ‘evil’ mean the same Thing? 
6. Where does sin have its seat in man? 
7. Does sin consist only in outward acts? 
8. What different views are there respecting the connection between Adam’s sin and that of his 
descendants? 
9. What is original sin, and how does actual sin differ from it? 10. How do you conceive of total 
depravity? 
11. What proof is there for the universality of sin? 
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