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Five Theses on Life 
Selected Scriptures 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
 
 
II. Historical Perspective 
 
“Thou shalt not murder a child by abortion nor kill that which is begotten” (Didache, Ch. 2). 
“Thou shalt not slay the child by procuring abortion; nor, again, shalt thou destroy it after it is born” (The 
Epistle of Barnabas, Ch. 19). 
 
 
III. Five Theses on Life 
 

A. God is Life 
 

1. Aseity (Jn 1:4; 5:26; Acts 17:28) 
 
 

2. To be near to God is life; to move away from God is death. 
 

a. Pre-Fall 
 

 
b. Post-Fall (cf. Dt 30:15-20; Ps 115:4-8; Jn 10:10; 1 Jn 3:14-15) 

 
“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I command you 
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, 
His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that 
you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, I announce 
to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which 
you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. I call heaven and earth as witnesses today 
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose 
life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may love the LORD your God, 
that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the 
length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” (Dt 30:15–20) 	

 
 

The final judgment is described as “the second death” and as “separation from 
God.” Why? Because to be separated from God is to be separated from 
__________. Conversely, Jesus came that we might have life and have it abundantly 
(Jn 10:10). To be restored to fellowship with God is to be restored to _______. 
He who has the Son has life and he that does not have the Son does not have life (Jn 5:24). 
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B. God gives Life (Ps 36:9; Jn 1:3-4; Ac 17:25; Ro 11:36; 1 Tim 6:13) 
 

All life is a gift from Him. “For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.” 	
 

1. Life is basic to the world, not death (Ps 127:3) 
 

Death is an abnormality, an intrusion into God’s lively world. Unlike in ancient 
paganism and modern evolution, the Scriptures reveal that life is basic to the 
world. Death and dying and cruelty are a result of our rebellion against God.  
 
2. Human life is unique (Job 33:4; Ps 139:13-16) 

 
The life that God has given to humans is unique, it is a type of life that images 
God’s own life. We are made in the image and likeness of God.  

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my 
soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being 
yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When 
as yet there were none of them.” (Psalm 139:13–16) 

 
C. God sustains Life (Ps 27:1; Neh 9:6; Col 1:17) 

 
Not only does God grant life, He also sustains life. He it is who gives us life and breath 
and all things. Apart from his sustaining hand, we all would return to the dust.  

	
D. God governs Life (Gen 38:7, 10; Dt 32:39; 1 Sam 2:6; Ps 104:27-30; 116:15) 

 
God is the Lord of life. God not only grants life, He also __________ it when He sees 
fit. “Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand” (Dt 32:39).  
	
E. God protects Innocent Life (Ex 20:13; 21:12-32) 

 
God reserves to Himself the right to take human life. While God can take human life 
at any time, we may take it only at His ____________. God protects innocent life. The 
sixth commandment enshrines this principle: “You shall not murder.”  
 
In the case of criminal executions, self-defense, and prosecuting a defensive war, those 
taking life must be able to demonstrate that their actions are or were just. Human life is sacred 
and must be protected with the force of law. 
 
Is capital punishment inconsistent with the sacredness of life? No. Capital punishment 
reflects the sacredness with which God holds life. “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his 
blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.” (Genesis 9:6) 
 

IV. Conclusion (2 Tim 1:10) 


