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I. I’ll bet you… 
 
In Psalm 26, David is pleading for vindication – he wants God to testify that the life he has chosen 
has been the good life. That his faith has not been in vain.  
 

 
II. Pleading for Vindication 
 

A. Plea for Vindication from the Upright (1-3) 
 

In the first three verses, David prays that the Lord would ___________ him – that the Lord 
would manifest that David’s faith and pattern of life have pleased Him. David’s life has been 
characterized by a combination of faith and works. He has trusted the Lord and that trust has 
manifested itself in a life of integrity. 
 
David wants the Lord to continue to sanctify him. So David prays, Try my mind and my heart. 
Literally it is try my _________ and my heart. Allen Ross writes, “The kidneys were used by the 
ancients for the activities of the conscience, determining what is right and what is wrong, and ‘heart’ refers to 
the seat of the will and the affections” (613). 
 
 
 
 
B. Character of the Upright (4-8) 

 
1. I have hated wickedness 

 
 
 

2. I have loved righteousness 
 

Righteousness is not merely uprightness of character but devotion to the worship of 
God’s Name. _____________ without personal righteousness is hypocrisy; personal 
righteousness without ____________ is a deformity. David has lived uprightly in order 
that he might worship the Lord with integrity. 

 
 
 
 

C. Plea for Vindication & Promise from the Upright (9-12) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Those loyal to God may appeal to God to vindicate them. (cf. Mk 8:31-33) 
 

As God’s loyal people, we are to walk with God by faith. Many will mock us for this faith. 
How ought we respond to their scorn? By crying out to God for vindication.  

 
 

B. Those who pray for vindication must be able to demonstrate their integrity. 
 

1. Loyalty to God requires separation from evil. (cf. Ps 45:6-7; Gal 5:19-21; Heb 1:8-9) 
 

It is not popular in Christian circles to talk about “hate” as a __________ – but David 
reveals that it is. “Hate” and “love” are not in themselves virtuous or vicious. To say, “I 
hate,” or “I love,” is not to give us something that we can morally assess. To determine 
whether your hatred or love is virtuous or vicious, we must know what/whom you hate or 
what/whom you love. David hates wickedness and the assembly of the wicked; he loves 
righteousness and the assembly of the righteous. Hence, he is virtuous. 
 

“But to the Son [God] says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is 
the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, 
Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”” (Heb 1:8f) 

 
 
2. Loyalty to God finds full expression in worship in the sanctuary. (cf. 1 Cor 3:16-17) 
 
A true love for righteousness will manifest itself in a hunger to ______________ God in 
company with His people. Loyalty to God finds full expression in worship in the sanctuary. 

• Jesus worshiped regularly in the synagogue (Lk 4:16). So [Jesus] cam to Nazareth 
where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue… 

• Jesus regularly went up to the Temple for the three annual feasts of Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles, as well as other minor feasts such as Purim and 
Hannukah (cf. Mt 21:12ff; Mk 11:17; Jn 2:15ff).  

 
So what is God’s house in the New Covenant? The Church is the Temple of God – and 
so we are called to gather with that Church for worship week by week in our local 
congregation, called to enter the place where God’s glory dwells.  

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place 
of God in the Spirit (Eph 2:19-21). 

 
 

C. The faithful may pray with confidence that they be spared the fate of the wicked. 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


