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Facing Death in Hope 
Genesis 12-50: Part LIII 
Genesis 49:29-50:26 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Scripture and Hope (Rom 15:4-6) 
 
For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-
minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
II. One Generation to the Next 
 

A. Jacob’s Charge, Death & Burial (49:29-50:14) 
 

 
B. Joseph & His Brothers (50:15-21) 

 
 

C. Joseph’s Charge, Death & Preparation (50:22-26 cf. Ex 13:19; Josh 24:32) 
 

And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn 
oath, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here with you.” 
 

 
 
III. Application 
 

A. Dying in Hope 
 

1. Remember God’s Promises 
 

WSC Question #37 - What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death? A. The souls 
of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and do immediately pass into glory; and 
their bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrection. 

 
a. Gathered to my people… (Phil 1:21-23) 

 
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will 
mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard-pressed 
between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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b. Bury me with my fathers… (Jn 5:28-29; 6:39-40; 11:24; 1 Cor 15:20-26; 
Phil 3:20-21) 

 
While modern Christianity is known for prioritizing this hope of heaven, 
biblically it is not our final hope. Our ultimate hope is not to be in heaven 
when we die but to be raised from the dead when Christ returns in glory.  

i. Jn 5:28-29 –  
ii. Jn 6:39-40 (cf. 11:24) -  
iii. Phil 3:20-21 –  
iv. 1 Cor 15:20-26 – 

 
 

2. Remind others of God’s Promises 
 
 
 

B. Grieving in Hope 
 

1. Weep for your loved one (Jn 11:35; 1 Cor 15:26) 
 

The first thing to emphasize is that it is absolutely appropriate to grieve – to 
weep, to mourn. The death of a loved one is not a time of celebration but of 
mourning. 

 
2. Comfort one another (1 Thes 4:13-18) 

 
But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 
sorrow as others who have no __________. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another 
with these words. 

 
 
C. Burying in Hope 

 
1. Bury don’t burn 

 
2. Bury your loved one 

 
 

IV. Conclusion 
 
“The death and burial of a believer provides one of the greatest opportunities to demonstrate our abiding faith 
in the future promises.”  Allen Ross, Creation & Blessing, p. 715. 


