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A Blessing for the World 
Genesis 12-50: Part LII 
Genesis 49:1-28 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Water into Wine (Jn 2:1ff) 
 
 
 
II. Blessed to be a Blessing 
 

A. Jacob Summons His Sons (49:1-2) 
 
 

 
B. Jacob’s Last Words (cf. Dt 33) 

 
 

Son Meaning Metaphor Blessing 

Reuben See, a Son Reckless water  

Simeon & Levi Heard & Attached Brothers (comrades)  

*Judah Praise Lion’s whelp  

Zebulun Dwelling   

Issachar Wages Strong donkey  

Dan Judge Serpent  

Gad Troop   

Asher Happy   

Naphtali My Wrestling A deer let loose  

*Joseph He Will Add Fruitful bough  

Benjamin Son of Right Hand Ravenous wolf  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. An Engaged Father (cf. Mal 2:15; 4:6; Mt 19:14; Mk 1:11) 
 
God is a Faithful Father; He is the Father from whom every earthly father derives his 
title. It is not that we are fathers and we project fatherhood onto God. God is the 
Father and He has created earthly fathers to model His Fatherhood. So God takes 
the relationship between fathers and sons seriously – because our relationships say 
something about the way our Heavenly Father and His Son interact.  
 
B. Each one according to his own blessing? (v. 28) 

 
1. Prophecy as Warning (cf. Jer 18:1-11) 

 
In Scripture, prophecy is less about _____________ the future than it is about 
forthtelling God’s attitude toward a people. Prophecy is always given in a specific, 
historical context. Depending on how the persons respond to the prophecy, the 
outcome can vary. 
 
Jacob’s “antiblessings” serve as _____________. God is warning these men of 
certain deadly character traits in their lives that must be mortified if they are to 
be blessed by God. And this is a blessing, is it not? Is not Jacob being kind to his 
sons? As he sees their character and where their character will lead them if it is 
not addressed, he is warning them. So now they have opportunity to change.  
 
2. Blessed to be a Blessing (cf. Gen 12:1-3) 

 
Why has God chosen Israel? That Israel may be a blessing to all the nations of 
the earth. God is not blessing Israel as an end in itself. So note that these 
“antiblessings” are ______________ – they prevent certain character traits from 
being exalted to rule in Israel and thereby extending themselves to the world.  
 

 
C. The Promised Seed (cf. Gen 3:15; 22:18; Lk 1:67-75; 2:29-32) 

 
The peak of Jacob’s prophecy centers, interestingly and somewhat surprisingly, in the 
promise to Judah. While the double portion is given to Joseph, the scepter (the right 
to _____________) is given to Judah.  
 
 
This promise of the Seed of the Woman (Gen 3:15) was picked up in the promise to 
Abraham. God spoke to Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed…” (Gen 22:18). Our text today further refines that promise: not only will the 
Seed of the Woman, the Promised Messiah, God’s Anointed Ruler, be a child of 
Abraham; He will also be a son of ______________.  
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


