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Fear, Faith, and the Future 
Genesis 12-50: Part XLIX 
Genesis 46:1-27 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Jacob’s decision to go to Egypt was not an easy one – he was fearful of the outcome. In our 
text today, the Lord assures him that this is the right decision. Jacob trusts God and he and 
his sons become the foundation of a great nation that God will use to bless all the nations of 
the earth. 
 

 
II. Israel’s Descent into Egypt 
 

A. Jacob’s encounter with God (1-4 cf. 21:32-33; 26:23-25) 
 

Jacob begins heading south, going from Hebron to 
_____________. Beersheba was a place where both 
Abraham and Isaac had worshiped the Lord. So as he is 
heading toward Egypt, Jacob stops in this holy place to 
worship the Lord by sacrifice. As with all faithful 
sacrifices in the OT, this sacrifice points to the Lamb of 
God, ____________.  
 
In the night, God appears to Jacob and reassures him that 
this journey to Egypt has been orchestrated by God 
Himself. Jacob can descend into Egypt with confidence. 
 
 
 
B. Jacob’s descent into Egypt (5-7) 

 
 
 
C. The Numbering of Israel (8-27) 

 
8-15 Leah’s Children 
16-18 Zilpah’s Children 
19-22 Rachel’s Children 
23-25 Bilhah’s Children 

 
The list is clearly selective – for example, it includes grandsons of Judah but of no 
others. Moses intentionally wants to have the number of the children of Israel equal 
70, the product of two perfect numbers 7 and 10, signifying fullness & completeness.  
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Where do you go when you’re afraid? 
 
Why was Jacob afraid? 

a. Life Situation –  
b. Family History –  
c. Covenant – 

 
We too are often afraid. We make decisions and wrestle with doubt, with fear, with 
anxiety – is this the right decision?  
 
So here’s the question: where do you go when you are afraid? What do you do? 
Where do you seek answers? Solace? Comfort? Assurance? Direction? Jacob reminds 
to seek the face of God through the blood of Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 

B. Will you respond to God in faith? 
 

Consider how important this story was for Moses’ readers. Most likely, Moses wrote 
this book when the Israelites had left the land of Egypt and were on their way to the 
Promised Land. Moses wanted them to know that God is reliable and to urge them 
to respond in faith like Jacob. But Israel’s story, unlike Jacob’s, is a tragedy – it is a 
____________ of human life. 
 

 
 

C. Have you considered why God wants you to respond in faith? (Gen 10:1ff; Dt 
32:7-8; Lk 10:1ff) 

 
These men and women who descended into Egypt by faith were the foundation of 
Israel. “Your fathers went down to Egypt with seventy persons, and now the Lord your God has 
made you as the stars of heaven in multitude” (Dt 10:22). These men and women were the 
foundation stones upon which the nation of Israel was built. 

 
So this brings us back to this number 70. This same number is recorded in Genesis 
10, in the Table of ____________. Moses divided the nations up into 70 because 
Israel was going to be God’s means of blessing them all. Remember His promise to 
Abraham – in you, Abraham, all the families of the earth will be blessed. 
 
So notice one of the things that Jesus does in the course of His ministry – an event 
that was particularly significant for Luke. Jesus appointed men to go out and preach 
the Gospel in pairs of two – and how many did He appoint? _____________. Why? 
Because we are the new Israel, chosen by God to be the means by which He will 
bring His blessing to all the nations of the earth. 
 

IV. Conclusion 


