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The Sovereign Ruler 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXXIII 
Genesis 40:1-41:57 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Q: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

A: That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful 
Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free 
from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my 
salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily 
willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 

 
 
II. Joseph’s Rise to Power 
 

A. Background – Joseph Interpreting in Prison (40:1-23) 
 
 

B. Pharaoh’s Disturbing Dreams (41:1-36) 
 

1. Pharaoh dreams but cannot find an interpreter (1-8) 
 

2. The butler remembers Joseph (9-13) 
 

3. Pharaoh summons Joseph and seeks his help (14-24) 
 
4. Joseph interprets the dreams and gives counsel (25-36) 

 
 

C. Pharaoh Invests Joseph with Power (41:37-45) 
 

 
D. Joseph Rules in Egypt (41:46-57) 

 
 
III. Application 
 

A. God Governs (40:8b; 41:16, 25, 28, 32, 39, 51, 52 cf. 45:5-8) 
 

God is the Sovereign Ruler. None of these events have caught the Sovereign Lord 
off-guard. He is the One who has orchestrated all these details for His purposes. 
God is ruling and governing these events – they aren’t _____________.  

 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. God Governs Everything (cf. Gen 20:1ff; 31:24; Ps 135:5-12) 
 

God the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, 
and things, from the greatest even to the least, by His most wise and holy providence, according to 
His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the praise of 
the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy. (WCF 5.1) 

 
• God gives dreams (41:25, 28) 
• God gives the interpretation of these dreams (40:8b; 41:16) 
• God gives years of plenty and years of want (28, 32) 
• God gives comfort in the midst of affliction (40:20-22; 41:51-52) 

 
God is the Sovereign Ruler; He rules and governs everything – including the sinful 
actions of sinful men. No one, no matter how ardently they despise God, can thwart 
His purposes. God’s ____________ stand and triumph over the petty and wicked 
purposes of sinful men.  

 
 

C. God Governs Everything for His People (cf. Ps 105:1-25) 
 

God’s purpose is to exalt His Name by saving His people. God’s power isn’t 
autocratic, absolute force. God’s power reflects His ____________; it is directed to 
His righteous and holy purposes and is governed by His promises.  
 

As the providence of God doth, in general, reach to all creatures; so, after a most special 
manner, it takes care of His Church, and disposes all things to the good thereof. (WCF 5.7; 
cf. 1 Tim 4:10; Amos 9:8,9; Rom 8:28; Isa. 43:3,4,5,14) 

 
1. God governs everything for Joseph’s good (Ps 105:19) 

 
God intends all this for Joseph’s good – not Joseph’s comfort. None of these things 
were pleasant; many were wicked acts perpetrated by evil people.  
 
2. God governs everything for Israel’s good (Ps 105:14, 15, 17) 

 
God not only had Joseph in this situation for Joseph’s good; God had Joseph in 
this situation for Israel’s good – for the good of His covenant people.  

 
 
IV. Conclusion (cf. Acts 2:22-24) 
 
The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God so far manifest themselves in His 
providence, that it extends itself even to the first fall, and all other sins of angels and men; and that not by 
bare permission, but such as hath joined with it a most wise and powerful bounding, and otherwise ordering, 
and governing of them, in a manifold dispensation, to His own holy ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof 
proceeds only from the creature, and not from God, who, being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be 
the author and approver of sin. (WCF 5.4) 


