
 1 

Faithful Service 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXXII 
Genesis 39:1-40:23 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. Serving as a Slave 
 

A. Joseph Rises in Potiphar’s House (1-6 cf. 28:15; 31:3,5,42; 35:3) 
 

The fundamental cause of Joseph’s success was the Lord’s presence. God’s presence 
with manifested itself in Joseph’s faithfulness.  

 
B. Joseph Hounded by Potiphar’s Wife (7-20) 

 
It is a general truism that __________ corrupts – but this wasn’t true for Joseph. 
He understood that with increased authority came greater responsibility. He 
understood that his responsibility to Potiphar was “a bridle to restrain him from 
transgressing the bounds of duty” (Calvin).  
 

 
A’.  Joseph Rises in Pharaoh’s Prison (21-23) 

 
But the Lord was with Joseph and showed Him mercy… (21) God continued to work on 
Joseph’s behalf, giving him favor in the sight of the jailer.  

 
B’.  Joseph Forgotten by Pharaoh’s Butler (40:1-23) 
 
Joseph’s words come to pass but the butler forgets him. So Joseph remains in 
prison another two years. 

 
III. Application 
 

A. Called to Faithful Service (cf. Col 3:23) 
 
Faithful service is work that is done to the glory of God and the good of our neighbor. Paul 
commands us, “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not unto men.”  

 

 

Joseph’s Character Blessing by God Response of the 
Wicked 

Result 

A Faithful __________ Given authority by Jacob His brothers envy him 
and attack him 

Enslaved in Egypt 

A Faithful __________ Given authority by 
Potiphar 

Potiphar’s wife desires 
him and then attacks him 

Imprisoned in Pharaoh’s 
Prison 

A Faithful __________ Given authority by jailer; 
interprets dreams 

Butler forgets him Left in Prison for 2 years 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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“The Bible teaches that while rulers among the pagans love to lord it over their subjects, Christians 
achieve power through service (Mk 10:42-45). Power flows to those who accept responsibility…. 
The road to victory, dominion, and mastery is through service, the humble service of a slave. Through 
service and suffering God purges and destroys indwelling sin in the believer, builds character in him, 
and fits him for the mastery of some portion of the world.” James Jordan, Primeval Saints  
 
Q: What does it mean to be a man?  

A: It is to do hard things for the benefit of other people.  
 

Christianity is compatible with capitalism and incompatible with socialism and 
communism: capitalism rewards those who serve their neighbor well. The more 
faithfully and effectively you learn to _____________ your neighbor, the more 
successful you become. 

 
B. Enemies of Faithful Service (cf. Mt 5:10-12; 1 Pet 4:12-16) 
 
There are some folks who will resent your hard work, your rise to prominence, or 
your refusal to compromise. And if they resent you, they will often try to destroy 
you. But remember Jesus’ words, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 
kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for great is your reward 
in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Mt 5:10-12). 

 
 
C. Motivation to Faithful Service 

 
1. God’s Presence (cf. Heb 13:5-6) 

 
a. God is with me – He sees me! 

 
Joseph knows that God sees what he is doing. He lives coram Deo – before 
the face of God. Because Joseph lives in the presence of God, he refuses to 
sin. God sees; God knows. Joseph will not transgress against Him. 

 
b. God is with me – He is for me! 

 
Joseph knows that all these instances of opposition are governed and 
directed by the hand of God. God is in control; God is sovereign; God is 
ruling these events. These are hard providences – but they are providences, 
events that come from the hand of our loving and gracious Father in heaven. 

 
 

2. God’s Promise (cf. 1 Cor 6:1-3) 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


