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The Fruit of Envy 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXX 
Genesis 37:12-36 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Brother against Brother 
 
A repeated theme throughout Genesis is conflict between brothers. And in this conflict, the 
____________ often persecute the ____________.  
 
 
II. Envy’s Noxious Fruit 
 
Though envy resides in the ____________, left unchecked it manifests itself in our actions.  
 

A. Israel Commissions Joseph (12-17) 
 

 
B. The Brothers Plot Against Joseph (18-22) 

 
 
C. The Brothers Consume Joseph (23-30 cf. 42:21) 

 
 

D. The Brothers Deceive Israel (31-35) 
 

 
E. God Plants Joseph in Egypt (36) 

 
 
 

III. Diagnosing Envy 
 

A. The Destructive Power of Envy (cf. Pr 14:30; Mk 7:22) 
 

Envy is the fruit of malice. It is a deep-seated resentment of another’s successes or 
possessions or gifts or talents.  
 
 
Envy is incompatible with __________. Remember Aquinas, Charity rejoices in our 
neighbor’s good, while envy grieves over it. The Triune God is love; God is the source of life 
and light. Because God is love and because envy is incompatible with love, envy is 
incompatible with God. Envy estranges us from God, kills our spiritual sensitivity; it 
kills our souls. A sound heart is life to the body, but __________ is rottenness to the bones.  

 
 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. Envy and the Rage Against God (cf. Ps 2) 
 

When we are envious, the real reason we are envious is because we are angry with 
__________. Envy is deeply religious and deeply personal. We do not like the way 
that God has ordered the world. Unless we know that God is good and has a good 
reason for everything He does and that He intends these differences for our benefit, 
we will be prone to envy. We will rage against God, be bitter against Him, and 
despise the way that He has orchestrated the world.  
 
 
 
Like Joseph, Jesus was a faithful man who enjoyed the favor of His Father and the 
blessing of God. Jesus is God’s chosen Ruler for all the nations of the earth. And 
what do rebellious nations think? No way! He won’t rule over us! But does their rage 
threaten God’s plans? No – it fulfills them in God’s wonderful and mysterious 
Providence (Psalm 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Envy and the Desires of our Heart 

 
If there is envy in our hearts, our desires are askew: we desire something more than 
we desire ___________ and His glory. The problem is not in the object of our envy; 
the problem is in our own hearts and desires.  

 
 
 

A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is rottenness to the bones. Envy is ___________ – it 
slowly and gradually destroys our spiritual life, destroys it from the inside out. The 
only solution, as we saw last week, is to completely cut it out.  
 
 
 
So how do we cut it out? We don’t cut it out by trying to cover our envy with 
deception and lies. The only way we can cut it out is to cry out to God for 
forgiveness; the only way to cut it out is to cover their guilt of our envy with the 
sacrifice of the scapegoat Jesus Christ. Identify your envy, confess it to God, and ask 
his forgiveness through Christ.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


