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A Remedy for Envy 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXIX 
Genesis 37:2-11 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. Joseph’s Blessings 
 

A. Joseph is a faithful young man (2) 
 

In the midst of general unfaithfulness, Joseph shines like a bright light. Here among 
Israel’s sons is one who is responsible, who is faithful, who is worthy to rule. 
 
B. Joseph is beloved by his father (3-4) 

 
Joseph is particularly beloved of his father. He is Israel’s first-born by Rachel and 
Israel begins to show him signs of particular favor, implying that Joseph will receive 
the right of the first-born, a __________ share of the inheritance.  
 
C. Joseph Chosen by God (5-11) 

 
1. Dream of the Sheaves (5-8) 

 
 
2. Dream of the Heavenly Hosts (9-11) 

 
 
 
III. Green with Envy 
 

A. The Lure of Envy (Mt 20:1-16; Titus 3:3) 
 

Envy and malice are closely associated with one another. Envy is born of ________ 
– it is the fruit of hatred and the opposite of love. Thomas Aquinas writes, “Envy 
according to the aspect of its object is contrary to charity, whence the soul derives its spiritual life… 
Charity rejoices in our neighbor’s good, while envy grieves over it.”  
 
Envy doesn’t necessarily desire to have what the other person has; it simply wants 
the other not to have it. It is a deep-seated dissatisfaction with the inequalities that 
exist in the world; a leveling spirit.  
 
As fallen human beings, we are ever susceptible to the lure of envy. This is why Paul 
writes to Titus, For we ourselves were also once … living in malice and envy…. Unless we 
believe that there is a God who rules among the affairs of men and who gives gifts to 
men according to His pleasure and for His purposes, we can be consumed with envy. 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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Socialism as a political philosophy is incompatible with Christianity. Socialism seeks 
to eliminate private property: it is driven by ___________. If it is lawful to take that 
which a rich person has honestly acquired, then it is lawful to define “rich” in any 
way the powers that be choose. If private property is not absolute, a right given to us 
by our Creator, then there is no such thing as private property and the powers that 
be are the true owners. 

 
B. Occasions for Envy 

 
1. Faithfulness 
 
First, they resent Joseph because he is faithful and they are not. He is diligent. 
His brothers refused to see that the cause of their problems was their own 
unfaithfulness. They blame Joseph for their own sin.  

 
 
2. Favor 

 
Second, they resent Joseph because he enjoys the favor of his father. This 
highlights another occasion when we are tempted to envy. We see the favor that 
others enjoy and we get angry, we become envious, we begin to wish that 
disaster would befall that relationship. 
 
 
3. God’s Blessing  

 
Finally, they resent Joseph because God’s hand of blessing is on him. When we 
are envious, the real reason we are envious is because we are angry with 
____________. We do not like the way that God has ordered the world.  
 

 
C. The Gospel versus Envy (Titus 3:1-7 cf. 1 Pet 1:22-2:3) 

 
For we ourselves were also once…living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But 
when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us… that having been justified by His 
grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

• First, the Gospel declares that God has been incredibly _________ to me. Envy is 
a perverse desire; it declares that God has not been sufficiently good to me.  

• Second, the Gospel declares that God has rescued me because of His kindness and 
______. God so loved me that He sent His only begotten Son to rescue me.  

• Third, the Gospel reminds me of the promise of what God will yet do for 
me. He has made us __________ according to the hope of eternal life.  

 
 

IV. Conclusion 


