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Generation to Generation 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXVIII 
Genesis 35:12-37:1 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Passing the Torch (Gen 18:19; Ps 145:4-7) 
 
One of the most challenging tasks for families, churches, and institutions is to pass the torch 
on to the next generation – to help the next generation to catch the vision. We are reminded 
of the sober announcement in Judges, “There arose a generation that did not know the Lord nor the 
wonderful works that He had done” (Jdg 2:10). 
 
Yet this is precisely why God called Abraham and why He has called each of us – to be 
God’s witnesses in our generation and to convey that witness to the next generation.  

“One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts. I will 
meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works. Men shall speak 
of the might of Your awesome acts, And I will declare Your greatness. They shall utter the memory 
of Your great goodness, And shall sing of Your righteousness.” (Psalm 145:4–7, NKJV) 

 
 
 
 
 
II. A Series of Transitions 
 

A. Death of Rachel, Birth of Benjamin 
 

 
 
B. Sin of Reuben (cf. 49:3-4) 

 
 

 
C. The Twelve Sons 
 
 

 
D. Death of Isaac 

 
 

 
E. Generations of Esau 
 
The 9th Toledoth is that of __________ or Edom. The repeated phrase is, “________ 
is Edom” (v. 1, 8b, 19, 43). 
 

 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. God’s Strategy is Long-Term Victory for His People (Ps 37, 49) 
 

The promises to the patriarchs are all future oriented. The covenant that God made 
with our fathers was not only about what God was doing in them – making them men 
and women of character and godliness – but also what God was going to do through 
them. God would use them to bring a blessing to subsequent generations; God would 
use them to bring a blessing to all the nations of the earth, all families of the earth. 
 

 
The lesson? God is training his people for long-term victory not short-term 
happiness or success.  
 
 
B. Consequently, we must identify and equip the next generation as we prepare to 

die (2 Tim 2:2; Rev 21:9-14) 
 

As God’s people we are called to stand on the shoulders of those who have gone 
before – to treasure their ways and delight in their wisdom even as we continually 
subject that wisdom to the Word of God. 
  
We see this illustrated in John’s vision of the Church in Rev. 21. Clearly the Church 
is not some new, unexpected thing. It is the outgrowth of God’s purpose through 
the patriarchs to bless all the nations of the earth, now fulfilled and expanded 
through Christ and His apostles. The Church is the fulfillment of God’s work 
throughout the OT. It builds upon the past; it doesn’t totally overthrow it. 
 
So what this means is that we have a calling as God’s people in this generation to 
listen to those who have gone before and then to pass that down to the next 
generation. And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also (2 Tim 2:2). 
 
 
 
C. Consequently, we must beware the snare of sin and prepare to lead the next 

generation. (cf. Ps 78:1-8; Mal 4:6; Eph 5:3-7) 
 
 

“But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is 
fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but 
rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
Therefore do not be partakers with them.” (Ephesians 5:3–7, NKJV) 
 

 
IV. Conclusion 


