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Repent and Believe 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXVII 
Genesis 35:1-15 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. How did we get here? 
 
 
II. Return to Bethel 
 

A. Go up to Bethel! (v.1) 
 

 
B. Put away your idols! (vv. 2-4) 

 
 
C. To Bethel to worship (vv. 5-8) 

 
 

D. God renews covenant with Jacob (vv. 9-15 cf. 17:1-8) 
 

• God renames Abram, Abraham and Jacob, Israel (10 w/ 17:5) 
• I am God Almighty! (v. 11 w/ 17:1) 
• Be fruitful and multiply (11 w/ 17:1) 

o Adam - 1:28 – Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth. 

o Noah - 9:1 – Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth… 
o Abraham – 17:1 – Walk before me and be blameless… 

• A nation, company of nations, kings (v. 11 w/ 17:4, 5b, 6) 
• This land shall be yours and your descendants’ (12 w/ 17:8) 

 
God is renewing covenant with Jacob, relieving his fears, and assuring him that the 
promises God has made will most certainly be fulfilled. God will not fail. 
 

 
III. Application 
 

A. The Pattern of Worship 
 

Our text reflects the basic pattern of worship that permeates the Scriptures: 
• Call (1) 
• Confession (2-5) 
• Consecration (7-13) 
• Communion (14) 
• Commission (16) 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. Faith and Repentance (cf. Mk 1:14-15; 1 Thes 1:9; Eph 4:17-24; Jdg 10:15-16) 
 

Faith and repentance are inseparable in Scripture. The worship and service of God 
always involves two motions – we move ________ God _________ idols.  

 
Without repentance, faith is meaningless. We cannot claim to trust God while 
simultaneously holding on to our sin or worshiping other gods. But repentance 
without faith is also meaningless. To be convicted of our “badness” or “idolatry” 
without turning in trust to God is simply to exchange one set of sins for another. 
Repentance and faith are inseparable both at the beginning of our walk with God 
and throughout the course of our lives. 
 
From idols: 

• Do	you	renounce	Satan	and	all	the	spiritual	forces	of	wickedness	that	rebel	against	God?	
I	do	[or	I	renounce	them].	

• Do	you	renounce	the	evil	powers	of	this	world	which	corrupt	and	destroy	the	creatures	
of	God?	I	do	[or	I	renounce	them].	

• Do	you	renounce	all	sinful	desires	that	draw	you	from	the	love	of	God?	I	do	[or	I	
renounce	them].	

	
To God: 

• Do	you	acknowledge	your	need	of	the	cleansing	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	and	the	renewing	
presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit?	I	do.	

• Do	you	look	in	faith	to	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	alone	for	your	salvation?	I	do.	
• Do	you	dedicate	yourself	to	God,	and	promise,	in	humble	reliance	upon	divine	grace,	

that	you	will	endeavor	to	live	in	a	way	that	becomes	a	follower	of	Christ?	I	do.	
 

The faith that is unto salvation is a penitent faith and the repentance that is unto life is a 
believing repentance … saving faith is permeated with repentance and repentance is permeated 
with saving faith. John Murray 

 
 

C. Cure for Complacency 
 
 
 
 

So what about you? Has your sin struck you lately? Have you found yourself asking, 
“How did this happen? How did I get here?” The way you got there was by 
worshiping idols and the only solution is to turn from your idols and to return to 
God. The only solution is repentance and faith.  

 
 
For those who turn from their sin, recognize their idols and bury them in the 
ground: God isn’t done with you.  

 
  
IV. Conclusion 


