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Rape and Revenge 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXVI 
Genesis 34:1-31 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Guthlac’s Demise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. A Tragic Tale 
 
A 31:1-4      Shechem rapes Dinah and seeks to marry her 
   B 31:5-19 Hamor and Shechem propose an alliance to Jacob’s family 
   B’ 31:20-24 Hamor and Shechem propose an alliance to their city 
A’ 31:25-31    Jacob’s sons rape the city  
 
 

A. Shechem rapes Dinah and seeks to marry her (1-4) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
B. Hamor & Shechem propose a marriage alliance to Jacob’s family (5ff) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Hamor & Shechem propose a marriage alliance to their city (20-24) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Jacob’s sons rape the city of Shechem (25-31) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Rape is a tragic reality (cf. 2 Sam 13) 
 

 
 
B. Rape is a heinous crime that demands justice (Dt 22:22-29) 

 
 
Rape is not just a ________ it is a ____________; a serious crime. It is something 
that ought not to be winked at but treated very seriously. A woman’s sexual integrity 
is inviolable in Scripture. To violate her sexuality is something that ought not to be 
done in Israel. It is criminal. 
 

 
C. Revenge is not justice (cf. Dt 7:7; 8:11,17; 9:4-6) 

 
Finally, our text warns us that revenge is not justice.  

1. Even if Shechem deserved to be punished more for his actions, the rest of 
the city did not. 

2. Moses describes Shechem as an honorable man (19) – having acted 
abominably, he is trying to do the right thing and to make amends.  

3. Simeon & Levi cloak their treachery in religious guise – “Religion is never more 
injured, nor are God’s sacraments more profaned, than when they are thus used for a cloak 
of maliciousness.” (M. Henry) 

4. Jacob’s rebuke is stinging (30) -  
a. “You have rendered me and my family odious among them. What will they say of us 

and our religion? We shall be looked upon as the most perfidious barbarous people in 
the world.” (M. Henry) 

b. You have exposed us to destruction. 
5. Jacob curses them at the end of his life for this treachery (49:5-6) 

 
The function of this text is to introduce us to Jacob’s sons. In the succeeding pages 
we’re going to meet many of them and we will see their follies on display. Why all 
these lurid stories? Their stories serve as a vivid reminder that “all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God.” Both Jew and Gentile stand in need of the grace and mercy of 
God and the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  

 
 “But chiefly we must consider the mercy of God, by which it came to pass, that the covenant of 
grace remained with the posterity of Jacob. For what seemed less suitable, than that a few men in 
whom such furious rage and such implacable malice reigned, should be reckoned among the people 
and the sons of God, to the exclusion of all the world besides? We see certainly that it was not 
through any power of their own that they had not altogether declined from the kingdom of God. 
Whence it appears that the favour which God had vouchsafed unto them was gratuitous and not 
founded upon their merits. We also require to be treated by Him with the same indulgence, seeing 
that we should utterly fall away, if God did not pardon our sins.” John Calvin 

 
IV. Conclusion 


