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Dealing with Dangers 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXV 
Genesis 32:1 – 33:20 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Dangerous Journey 
 
When Paul traveled back through the cities of Asia Minor at the close of his first missionary 
journey, he reminded them, “Through many ____________ we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
God has not promised us a life of ease; indeed, He has promised us quite the opposite. Our 
life will be full of dangers large or small – temptations, threats, trials, persecutions, 
sufferings, and death itself. 
 
 
 
 
II. Jacob and Esau 
 
A – 32:1-2 Jacob sets out to the land with God’s blessing 
 B – 32:3-21 Jacob prepares to meet Esau 
  C – 32:22-32  God meets Jacob and wrestles with him 
 B’ – 33:1-17 Jacob meets Esau 
A’ – 33:18-20 God brings Jacob safely into the land 
 
 

A. God is with Jacob (32:1-2; 33:18-20 cf. 12:6-7) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Jacob Prepares to Meet and then Meets Esau (32:3-21; 33:1-17) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. God meets Jacob and wrestles with him (32:22-32 cf. Hos 12:3-5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. When the occasion warrants, don’t avoid danger (cf. Dt 31:6; Pr 22:3) 
 

Jacob’s bravery was to serve as a stimulus to Israel as they were preparing to enter 
the Promised Land. God was putting them in a spot where they would be in danger.  

The LORD your God Himself crosses over before you; He will destroy these nations from 
before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the 
LORD has said. And the LORD will do to them as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings 
of the Amorites and their land, when He destroyed them. The LORD will give them over 
to you, that you may do to them according to every commandment which I have commanded 
you. Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your 
God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.” 

 
 
 
 

B. Use lawful means to ameliorate the danger (cf. Pr 15:1; 21:14) 
 

1. He speaks gracious words (32:3ff; 33:10ff; Pr 15:1). 
 

2. Jacob divides his company in two (32:7-8). 
 

3. Jacob sends gifts to Esau (32:13ff; 33:8-11; Pr 21:14). 
 

4. Jacob greets Esau with respect (33:3)  
 

 
 

C. Remember that God has placed you in this danger (cf. Heb 12:3ff; Rev 2:7, etc.) 
 

Finally, our text reminds us that when we find ourselves in danger that we either 
cannot or should not avoid, that it is _____________ who has placed us there. 
____________ has placed you in the danger to train you that you might cling to him 
and inherit the blessings he has promised to give to his people. 
 
 
“For we do not fight against him, except by his own power, and with his own weapons; for he, 
having challenged us to this contest, at the same time furnishes us with means of resistance, so that 
he both fights __________ us and _________ us. In short, such is his apportioning of this 
conflict, that, while he assails us with one hand, he defends us with the other; yea, inasmuch as he 
supplies us with more strength to resist than he employs in opposing us, we may truly and properly 
say, that he fights against us with his left hand, and for us with his right hand. For while he lightly 
opposes us, he supplies invincible strength whereby we overcome.” John Calvin 

 
 

 
IV. Conclusion 


