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I. The Source and Place of Freedom - Two Visions: The Plan of Hell vs the Vision of Heaven 
A. “To us a human is primarily good; our aim is the absorption of its will into ours, the increase of 

our own area of selfhood at its expense. But the obedience which the Enemy demands of men is 
quite a different thing. One must face the fact that all the talk about His love for men, and His 
service being perfect freedom, is not (as one would gladly believe) mere propaganda, but an 
appalling truth. He really does want to fill the universe with a lot of loathsome little replicas of 
Himself—creatures, whose life, on its miniature scale, will be qualitatively like His own, not 
because He has absorbed them but because their wills freely conform to His. We want cattle who 
can finally become food; He wants servants who can finally become sons. We want to suck in, He 
wants to give out. We are empty and would be filled; He is full and flows over. Our war aim is a 
world in which Our Father Below has drawn all other beings into himself: the Enemy wants a 
world full of beings united to Him but still distinct (Letter 8). 

B. “When He talks of their losing their selves, He only means abandoning the clamour of self-will; 
once they have done that, He really gives them back all their personality, and boasts (I am afraid, 
sincerely) that when they are wholly His they will be more themselves than ever” (Letter 13).

C. “If, as I have clearly shown, all selves are by their very nature in competition, and therefore the 
Enemy's idea of Love is a contradiction in terms, what becomes of my reiterated warning that He 
really loves the human vermin and really desires their freedom and continued existence? I hope, 
my dear boy, you have not shown my letters to anyone. Not that it matters of course. Anyone 
would see that the appearance of heresy into which I have fallen is purely accidental” (Letter 19).

II. Time & Predestination
A. In Letter 27: “He supposes that the Enemy, like himself, sees some things as present, remembers 

others as past, and anticipates others as future; or even if he believes that the Enemy does not see 
things that way, yet, in his heart of hearts, he regards this as a peculiarity of the Enemy's mode of 
perception—he doesn't really think (though he would say he did) that things as the Enemy sees 
them are things as they are! If you tried to explain to him that men's prayers today are one of the 
innumerable coordinates with which the Enemy harmonises the weather of tomorrow, he would 
reply that then the Enemy always knew men were going to make those prayers and, if so, they 
did not pray freely but were predestined to do so. And he would add that the weather on a given 
day can be traced back through its causes to the original creation of matter itself—so that the 
whole thing, both on the human and on the material side, is given "from the word go". What he 
ought to say, of course, is obvious to us; that the problem of adapting the particular weather to 
the particular prayers is merely the appearance, at two points in his temporal mode of perception, 
of the total problem of adapting the whole spiritual universe to the whole corporeal universe; 
that creation in its entirety operates at every point of space and time, or rather that their kind of 
consciousness forces them to encounter the whole, self-consistent creative act as a series of 
successive events. Why that creative act leaves room for their free will is the problem of 
problems, the secret behind the Enemy's nonsense about "Love". How it does so is no problem at 
all; for the Enemy does not foresee the humans making their free contributions in a future, but 
sees them doing so in His unbounded Now. And obviously to watch a man doing something is 
not to make him do it.”

B. The conversion of Jill Pole (Silver Chair): “You would not have called to me unless I had been 
calling to you," said the Lion.” 

III. What Lewis Accepted as an Anglican (Thirty-Nine Articles 1563) 
A. X. Of Free-Will.  “The condition of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and 

prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith; and calling upon God. 
Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, when 
we have that good will.” 
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B. XVII. Of Predestination and Election. “ Predestination to Life is the everlasting purpose of God, 
whereby (before the foundations of the world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his 
counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ 
out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour. 
Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called according to God's 
purpose by his Spirit working in due season: they through Grace obey the calling: they be 
justified freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of his only-
begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, 
they attain to everlasting felicity. . . . 

IV. The Reformed View of Predestination
A. Includes “free will” - Westminster Confession Chapter III:1 Of God's Eternal Decree - “God from 

all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass;[1] yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin,[2] nor is 
violence offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes 
taken away, but rather established.[3]”

B. Does not Include God “looking down the corridor of time” - III:2 “Although God knows 
whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all supposed conditions;[4] yet has He not decreed 
anything because He foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such 
conditions.[5]”

V. Biblical Support for God’s Control Over Salvation
A. Eph. 1:4–6 . . . just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

B. 2 Tim. 1:9 . . . who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity . . . 

C. 2 Thes. 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit 
and faith in the truth. 

D. Rom. 8:28–33 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among 
many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring a charge 
against God's elect?

E. 1 Cor. 1:30, 32 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO 
BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.” 

F. John 6:37, 44, 45 All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I 
will certainly not cast out. . . . No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; 
and I will raise him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “AND THEY SHALL ALL BE 
TAUGHT OF GOD.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me. 

G. John 6:65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, 
unless it has been granted him from the Father.”

H. John 17:9 I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast 
given Me; for they are Thine.
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