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Working for Dishonest Men 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXIV 
Genesis 30:25- 31:55 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. In the World (cf. Jn 17:15) 
 
“I do not pray that you should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.”  
 
 
 
 
 
II. Jacob and Laban 
 

A. Wages, Wickedness, and Wealth (30:25-43) 
 

Despite Laban’s treachery, Jacob manages through shrewd husbandry and God’s 
blessing to become an incredibly wealthy man. 
 
 
 
 
B. Resentment, Revelation, and Return (31:1-21) 

 
Jacob’s prosperity arouses the jealousy of Laban and his sons, so, while Laban is 
away shearing his sheep, Jacob and his family depart for the Promised Land. 
 
 
 
 
C. Pursuit, Protection, and Protests (31:22-42) 

 
Laban pursues Jacob intending to do mischief but, warned by ___________, settles 
for rebuking Jacob only to be rebuked in turn for his wicked treatment of Jacob for 
the last 20 years. 

 
 
 
 

D. A Tantrum and a Treaty 
 

Laban bemoans his losses and proposes that he and Jacob swear a ______________ 
of peace, a treaty, with one another. Jacob consents. They make a covenant with one 
another and eat bread to seal the deal. 
 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Jacob is a Faithful Husbandman 
 

1. Jacob behaves faithfully (30:27, 30) 
 

Jacob fulfills his word to Laban despite Laban’s treachery and serves him 14 
years for the hand of Rachel and then seven more for his flocks. He is faithful. 

 
 

2. Jacob behaves righteously (30:30, 32-33; 31:6, 36ff) 
 

Despite Laban’s treachery, Jacob works with all his might and doesn’t give Laban 
half-hearted service. He is righteous. 

 
 

3. Jacob behaves wisely (30:31, 37-42; 31:4, 12, 19, 42) 
 

Because of Laban’s treachery. Jacob limits his obligations to Laban and does 
certain things without consulting him. He is wise. 

 
 

B. Laban is a Treacherous Opportunist (cf. 31:7, 22-23, 29, 36ff, 42, 46) 
 

While Jacob is a godly man, Laban is a treacherous opportunist. He has no concern 
for Jacob or his own daughters but only for his own wealth. His base character and 
opportunism reveal themselves throughout this story.  
 
 
C. God is a Stalwart Defender 
 
Moses wants us to understand that there is a third actor in every story – it is never 
just the honest man dealing with the dishonest man. It is the honest man dealing 
with the dishonest man in the sight of _____________ who is engaged in the story. 

1. God has prospered Laban for Jacob’s sake (30:37, 30) 
2. God is with Jacob in his dispute with Laban (31:5,7,9,10-13) 
3. God directs Jacob back home (31:3, 13) 
4. God protects Jacob from Laban (31:24,29,42) 

 
 
 
How do we deal with an unscrupulous employer? 

1. Work your hardest. 
2. Ask God to bless and protect you in the midst of this situation. 
3. Look for options. 

 
 

IV. Conclusion (cf. 28:15; 31:3, 5, 42) 


