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A House of Strife 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXIII 
Genesis 29:31-30:24 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Family Dynamics (cf. Ps 128) 
 
Blessed the man that fears Jehovah and that walketh in his ways! Thou shalt eat of thy hands’ labor and be 
prospered all thy days. Like a vine with fruit abounding in thy house thy wife is found and like olive plants 
thy children compassing thy table round. 
 
II. The Children of Jacob 
 

A. Leah’s Children (29:31-35) 
 

• Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah 
 
B. Bilhah’s Children (30:1-8) 

 
• Dan –  
• Napthtali – 

 
C. Zilpah’s Children (30:9-13) 

 
• Gad –  
• Asher –  

 
D. Leah’s Negotiations and Further Children (30:14-21) 

 
• Issachar, Zebulun, Dinah 

 
E. Rachel’s Child(ren) (30:22-24) 

 
• Joseph 

 
 

III. Application 
 

A. The Source of Quarrels and Conflicts (cf. Jas 4:1-3) 
 

Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for 
because pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do not have. You murder and covet 
and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have you do not ask. You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 
Rather than trusting God, crying out to God for mercy and deliverance, Rachel gives 
way to envy. And her envy only increases the strife in her home. Rachel’s story 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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reminds us of an old adage: There is no situation so bad that you can’t make it 
___________! Rachel’s envy multiplies the strife in her home.  
 
So if you find yourself in a difficult situation then cry out to God. Ask God for help, 
cry out to Him for deliverance, and refuse to practice wickedness.  

 
 
 

B. The Anger of Man (cf. Jas 1:19-20) 
 

Jacob responds to Rachel’s anguish with anger. Rather than shepherd his wife in the 
fear of God, he grows angry and then drifts into sin. This illustrates James’ warning, 
The anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 
 
Contrast Jacob’s response with Isaac’s response to Rebekah’s barrenness in 25:21 – 
Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his 
plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  

 
As husbands it is our responsibility to shepherd our wives, to love and cherish them 
and turn them in faith to the Lord. Our responsibility is to “wash them with the water of 
the Word.” We are to “nourish and cherish” them as we do our own bodies. Paul 
commands us, Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them (Col 3:19). 
 
 
 
C. The Mercy of God (cf. Dt 9:4-6; Rom 4:1-8) 
 
This passage is full of great irony. Moses has compiled this history of the patriarchs 
just prior to or during Israel’s Exodus from Egypt in order that our fathers might 
know their lineage. Where did we come from? What is God’s intention for us? 

 
Unfortunately many Jews misconstrued the lessons Moses was teaching and began 
boasting in their ethnicity. We are Abraham’s children! However, the story actually 
reminds us that our only boasting should be in the grace and mercy of God!  

“Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God has cast [the Canaanites] out 
before you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess 
this land’; but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving 
them out from before you. It is not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your 
heart that you go in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations 
that the LORD your God drives them out from before you, and that He may fulfill the 
word which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Therefore 
understand that the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of 
your righteousness, for you are a stiff-necked people. (Dt 9:4-6) 

 
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


