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I. This History of the Coming Christ 
 
“Special revelation in the days of Old Testament is the history of the coming of Christ.”  

Herman Bavinck (1854-1921)  
 
 
 
 
II. Joy in Salvation 
 

A. The King Has Been Victorious Over His Enemies (1-7) 
 

• v. 1 cf. 20:3 – May He … strengthen you out of Zion! 
• v. 2 cf. 20:4a – May He grant you according to your heart’s desire… 
• v. 3 cf. 20:4b – and fulfill all Your purpose. 
• v. 4 cf. 20:1 – May the name of the God of Jacob defend you. 

 
 
 
 
B. The King Shall Be Victorious Over His Enemies (8-12) 

 
At verse 8 the focus of the psalm moves from the past to the ___________. The king not 
only has been victorious over his enemies by God’s help, but the king shall continue to be 
victorious over his enemies in the future – God shall not fail to vindicate his anointed. 
 
 
 
 
The king stood as a _________, a picture of God’s Messiah Jesus. Consequently, much of 
the language of the psalm anticipates the coming of Jesus, God Himself in human flesh. So 
what do we sing here? We sing of the inevitable victory of our King over his enemies. The 
deliverance that God has given is proof of the deliverances that God shall yet give. 
 
 
 
 

 
C. So Praise the Lord (13) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Thy Kingdom Come! 
 
This psalm teaches us to sing of the victories of our King Jesus. Jesus is our Christ, our 
Anointed King. Here we sing of his victories past and future.  
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun, does his successive journeys run;  
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.   

Isaac Watts 
 
Johannes G. Vos has written, “God’s kingdom cannot come without Satan’s kingdom being destroyed. 
God’s will cannot be done in earth without the destruction of evil. Evil cannot be destroyed without the 
destruction of men who are permanently identified with it. Instead of being influenced by the sickly 
sentimentalism of the present day, Christian people should realize that the glory of God demands the 
destruction of evil.” 
 
Advance and victory for the [kingdom of God] means retreat and defeat for the kingdom of darkness… It is 
the peculiarly balanced prayer life that the Christian must foster. He is obligated to pray for the conversion of 
sinners, of those who are now identified with the kingdom of darkness; this he must do in the interest of God’s 
glory. At the same time and in the same interest he must pray for the coming of God’s kingdom which 
involves necessarily praying for the destruction of the kingdom of evil and those who are identified with it. It is 
in this tension that the Christian must live…[since] he does not know who are permanently identified with 
the kingdom of evil… Harry Mennega 

  
B. Salvation is of the Lord 

 
The second thing that our psalm emphasizes is that salvation is of the Lord. The Lord is the 
one who has delivered the king; the Lord is the one who shall deliver the king.  
 
If [a ruler] understands his function in any other way than as it is rooted in fact, if he does not continually 
tell his followers quite clearly of the limited nature of his task and of their own responsibility, if he allows 
himself to surrender to the wishes of his followers, who would always make him their idol – then the image of 
the Leader will pass over into the image of the mis-leader, and he will be acting in a criminal way not only 
towards those he leads, but also towards himself. The true Leader must always be able to disillusion. It is just 
this that is his responsibility and real object. He must lead his following away from the authority of his person 
to the recognition of the real authority of orders and offices… He must radically refuse to become the appeal, 
the idol, i.e., the ultimate authority of those whom he leads… Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
C. Be exalted, O Lord! 

 
Henry: O God, thy arm was here; And not to us, but to thy arm alone, 
Ascribe we all! … Take it, God, For it is none but thine! … 
Come, go we in procession to the village. And be it death proclaimed through our host 
To boast of this or take the praise from God Which is his only. 

 
 
IV. Conclusion 


