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The House of God 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXXI 
1 Corinthians 3:1-17 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Jacob’s Ladder (Gen 28:10-22) 
 

A. Principles of Worship 
 

We explored five principles that answer some central questions about worship: 
• Why worship?  
• What happens in worship?  
• How should we approach it?  
• What do we do in worship?  

 
Because ______________ Himself is God’s Temple, God’s House, those in Jesus 
are His Temple, His dwelling place. Hence, whenever we gather to worship Christ, 
we ascend into heaven and God renews covenant with us.  

 
 

B. Corporate Worship? (Heb 10:19-25 cf. Eph 2:19-22; Pss 48, 84, 87) 
 

Entering into the Most Holy Place through the blood of Jesus is something _______ 
do – not something ______ do individually but that _______ do together. 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having 
a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 
What we learn from the Scriptures, therefore, is that our faith is not ____________ 
than personal, less than individual, but it is far _____________ than personal, more 
than individual. Our faith unites us not only to Christ but also to one another, unites 
us as a people, and this unity is important to God. In Christ, we are the Temple of God, a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

 
 
 
II. The Temple of God (1 Cor 3:1-17) 
 

A. The Scandal of Divisiveness (1-5) 
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. God gives the increase (5-8) 
 

So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but _____________ who gives the 
increase. Any local congregation is totally dependent on the grace of God for its health 
and strength – and must beware overly exalting any one servant of God who has 
blessed that congregation.  
 
 
C. God’s fellow workers and God’s field (9-15; cf. James 3:1) 

 
For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. Ministers of the 
Gospel, teachers of the faith, are appointed by God to work for the fruitfulness of 
the field, the construction of the building. Ministers are workers in the field. But 
whose is the field? The field is ____________. Therefore, God takes the conduct of 
ministers seriously. As James warns, Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, 
knowing that as such we shall endure a stricter judgment.  
 
 
C. You are the Temple of God (16-17) 

 
So Paul concludes his discussion with a glorious declaration and a severe warning. 
First, his glorious declaration: Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you? This “you” is _____________. The Corinthian church as a 
church is God’s Temple, God’s dwelling place, Bethel, the house of God. 
 
Second, the severe warning: If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the 
temple of God is holy, which temple you are. Don’t mess with the health of a local 
congregation!  

 
Notice, therefore, that Paul thinks not only individually but also corporately. There are 
things that are true of us as a body, as the Church that are not true of us individually. 
. 
 
III. A Chosen Generation (1 Pet 2:9-10) 
 
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a 
people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.” 
 

A. Our Corporate Identity (cf. Ex. 19:3-6) 
 
 

B. Our Corporate Calling (cf. Mal 1:11, 14b; Eph 5:17-21; Heb 13:15) 
 

God has saved us in order that we may ________________ Him. 
 

 
IV. Conclusion (Is 49:13) 


