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The God of Jacob 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXX 
Genesis 28:10-22 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Don’t Forsake the Assembly (Heb 10:24-25) 
 
Paul expects us as the people of God to gather together 
for mutual exhortation and for praise. He writes to the Colossians that as a people we are to 
“Let the word of God dwell in y’all richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”  
 
The story before us today is an ancient lesson in _____________. God appears to Jacob at 
Bethel, the ____________ of God, a place where heaven and earth met. “How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” And so he vows to make 
this a place of public _________; he vows that should God bless him and enable him to return 
to the land as He has promised, then he will erect an altar at Bethel and tithe of his increase. 
 
 
II. Renewing the Covenant 
 

A. God’s Declaration 
 
 

 
 
B. Jacob’s Response 

 
• Awe & Wonder –  

 
 
 

• Vow –  (cf. 35:1-15) 
 
 
 
 

III. The Glory of the Corporate Worship 
 
 
 

A. God Seeks People to Worship Him Corporately (cf. Jn 4:23-24; Ps 67) 
 

God is the one who calls us to _______________. God initiates this encounter with 
Jacob; He initiates the renewal of the covenant with Jacob. Jacob thought he was just 
in a normal place and lay down to sleep – but God came and woke him up.  
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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God saves us and blesses us in order that His praise may abound on earth: 
God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah [Why?] That 
Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let the peoples praise 
You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! For 
You shall judge the people righteously, And govern the nations on earth. (Ps 67:1-3) 

 
B. In corporate worship, we ascend into God’s Presence (Ps 84; Jn 4:22-25) 

 
What happens in worship? When we gather together as a people for corporate worship we leave 
earth and ascend into God’s very presence to feast with Him. 
 
In the old covenant, corporate worship was linked with the Temple. The Temple was 
crafted like a ___________: gradually as the worshiper went further and further into 
the Temple, (first in the courtyard, then into the Holy Place, then into the Most Holy 
Place) he was leaving earth and ascending into heaven. 

 
In the new covenant, this ascent into heaven is linked with Christ Himself. “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man” (John 1:51) No one can ascend into God’s presence 
except through Jesus Christ. He is the only Mediator between God and man, the one 
who by His sacrificial death, has opened the path into the very presence of God. 
 
Wherever we gather to worship the Father in the Name of His Son Jesus and by the 
Anointing of His Spirit, there is the gateway to heaven, there is the holy place. 
_______________ is the access point. A place becomes “holy” when the Father is 
worshiped in Spirit and Truth there. Jesus is the pathway to heaven. 

 
 

C. In worship, God renews covenant with us (Heb 12:22-25) 
 

God calls us to worship, gathers us together around Christ, in order to ___________ 
covenant with us, to assure us of His promises. 
 
 
D. Worship should be characterized by godly fear (Heb 12:28-29) 

 
Fourth, worship should be characterized by godly __________.“Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve [latreuo – 
worship] God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.” 
 
 
E. In worship, we respond to God’s initiative 

 
Finally, while God initiates, Jacob responds to his encounter with God. He 
_____________ covenant with God even as God has renewed covenant with him. 
 

 
IV. Conclusion 


