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Rebekah’s Righteous Deception 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXIX 
Genesis 27:1-28:9 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Three Types of Lies 

 
• Playful Lies 
• Destructive Lies 
• Obliging Lies 

 
 
II. Two Stories of Deception 
 

A. The Sawis’ Treachery – Yae and Kauwan 
 
 
 

B. Dr. Phil’s Intervention – Doug, Debbie, and Brandon Knauss 
 
 
 

 
III. Rebekah’s Righteous Deception 
 

A. Who’s the deceiver? (25:23 and 27:27-29 cf. ) 
 

Who’s the deceiver, Isaac or Rebekah & Jacob? I believe that ___________ is the 
deceiver. His physical blindness is symptomatic of his spiritual blindness. How so? 
Because he is rebelling against the revealed will of God and threatening the 
continuation of the covenant. He is endeavoring to subvert God’s intention – but 
God subverts his. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

B. Who manifests godly character? 
 

1. Esau? (25:27, 34; 26:34-35; 27:41; 28:9) 
 

a. He is irresponsible – out having fun (25:27) 
b. He despises his birthright, the covenant heritage (25:34) 
c. He marries pagan women (26:34-35) 
d. He plots to murder Jacob (27:41) 
e. He marries another woman (28:9) 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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2. Jacob? (25:27, 31; 27:11-12; 28:7) 
 

a. He is “mature” and takes responsibility for the family business (25:27) 
b. He treasures the birthright, getting it from Esau (25:31) 
c. He is concerned lest his father perceive him to be a deceiver (27:11-12) 
d. He obeys his parents and seeks out a godly wife (28:7) 

 
 

C. Who repents? (27:33, 37; 28:1-5 cf. Lev 6:1-7) 
 

Why doesn’t Isaac simply revoke the blessing and give it to Esau? The answer is that 
he gradually acknowledges the righteousness of Rebekah’s and Jacob’s action and so 
confirms Jacob in possession of the inheritance. He is restored to __________.  
 
 
 
 
D. Whom does God bless? (28:3, 15 cf. Prov 20:17) 

 
Finally, whom does God bless? Jacob. Isaac asks for God’s blessing to rest upon 
Jacob (v. 3) and God does in fact bless him (v. 15). 

 
 
 
 
 
IV. The Danger of Sentimentalism (or: Why we need fairy tales) 
 
Our text reminds us that the fallen world in which we live is filled with unfaithful and evil 
men. Because of this, we are often placed in challenging situations as believers. Our task in 
these challenging situations is to continue to love God, love the brethren, and love our 
neighbor.  
 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion (cf. Ps 18:25-27) 
 
“With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; with a blameless man You will show Yourself 
blameless; with the pure You will show Yourself pure; and with the devious You will show Yourself 
___________. For You will save the humble people, But will bring down haughty looks.” 
 
 


