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Righteous Deception 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXVIII 
Genesis 26:1-33 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. What would you do? 
 
Should we praise Isaac for his shrewdness or condemn 
him for his duplicity? 
 
 
II. Inheriting Abraham’s Blessing 
 

A. Of Famines and Faith (1-14a) 
 
 

 
B. Of Persecution and Faith (14b-22) 

 
 
 

C. Of Oaths and Faith (23-33) 
 

 
 
 

III. Righteous Deception 
 
Should we praise __________ for his shrewdness or condemn him for his duplicity? Most 
commentators conclude that we should decry his duplicity. R. Kent Hughes writes, “Isaac 
adopted the disgraceful ruse that his father had twice succumbed to in his own weakness. Isaac did it despite 
his knowledge of Abraham’s earlier scandal and ignominy. Isaac was ignoble to the nth degree. How 
cowardly, how selfish, how faithless! And that is the point. Isaac did not believe that God was with him.”  
 

A. Isaac’s Righteous Deception 
 

1. Characterized by obedience (6, 22b, 25) 
 

2. The role of the brother (cf. 24:50, 59ff) 
 

3. Abimelech’s Absurd Rebuke (cf. Gen 34) 
 

Here’s the gist of Abimelech’s argument: “It would have brought incredible guilt 
on our city if one of the men had ___________ your wife seeing that she is 
married; but if she had been single, it wouldn’t have been such a big deal.” 
 
4. God blesses Isaac (12-14, 32-33) 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. Augustine on Deception 
 

1. Playful Lies 
 
Playful lies are those told in jest or by actors in a play. 
 
 
2. Destructive Lies (cf. Ex 23:1-2; Pr 6:16-19; Neh 6:5-8) 

 
Destructive lies are those used to harm or destroy one’s neighbor unjustly. These 
lies are absolutely forbidden by God. 

““You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an 
unrighteous witness. You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a 
dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.” (Ex 23:1–2) 

 
“These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud 
look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, 
Feet that are swift in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows 
discord among brethren.” (Pr 6:16–19) 

 
 

3. Obliging Lies 
 

Augustine added a third category: obliging lies. Obliging means “willing to do a 
service or kindness; ____________.” Obliging lies, therefore, are lies told to protect 
someone else.  
 

a. Protective Deception (cf. Ex 1:15-21; Jer 38:24-27) 
 
 

b. Wartime Deception (cf. Josh 8:3-8; Judg 4:17-22; 5:24-27) 
 
 

c. Evangelistic Deception (cf. 2 Sam 12:1-15; 14:1-24) 
 
 

“…this lie is called ‘obliging’ because it not only serves the advantage of someone else, who 
would otherwise suffer harm or violence but also prevents a sin. Therefore it is not proper to call 
it a lie; for it is rather a virtue and outstanding prudence, by which both the fury of Satan is 
hindered and the honor, life, and advantage of others are served. For this reason it can be called 
pious concern for the brethren, or, in Paul’s language, zeal for piety.” Martin Luther 
 

 
C. For the Life of the World (cf. 1 Cor 2:6-8) 

 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


