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Esau Despised His Birthright 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXVII 
Genesis 25:27-34 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Unconditional Election 
 

• God’s Choice is First 
• God’s Choice is Free 
• God’s Choice Reveals Itself in Human Choices 

 
God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him… (Eph 1:4) 
 
 
 
II. The Things Secret and the Things Revealed (cf. Dt 29:29; Is 46:8-10; Ps 139:16) 
 
The __________ things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are __________ belong to 
us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law (Dt 29:29).  
 
 
Q. 7 - What are the decrees of God?  

A. The decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according to the counsel of His will, whereby, for 
His own glory, He has fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.  

 
 
 
III. Sovereignty and Responsibility 
 
One of the problems that people have with the concept of God’s sovereignty is the question 
of human responsibility. If God is sovereign, if God controls all things, governs all things 
even the sinful actions of sinful men, then how can we still be held responsible? 
 

A. You’re asking the right question 
 
 
 

B. A Copernican Revolution (cf. Rom 9:19-21) 
 
 

 “___________ is the measure of all things,” declared the ancient Greek philosopher 
Protagoras – and we feed ourselves this lie regularly. Man is the center – everything 
revolves around man. But Scripture comes along and declares that that isn’t accurate. 
Man is not the center of the universe – _________ is the center. We revolve around 
Him not Him around us. He is the Sovereign Lord and everything that exists does so 
to display His power and glory. 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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IV. Thus Esau Despised His Birthright 
 

A. Boys of Different Character 
 
Moses’ short descriptions summarize the basic character of our two boys: while Esau 
was “a skillful hunter, a man of the field” – out and about having fun – Jacob was “a 
mild man, dwelling in tents.” In other words, Jacob was the responsible kid.  
 
 
 
B. Parents of Different Character 

 
Unfortunately, rather than help Esau to grow up and mature, Isaac appears to have 
coddled the immaturity of his son. He gives his son Esau preferential treatment and 
this is a blot on Isaac’s character. Remember that in favoring Esau, Isaac is rebelling 
against the revealed will of ____________.  
 
 
Parents beware: the way to bless your children is to treasure God and His Word 
more than you treasure ___________. “He who withholds his rod hates his son, But 
he who loves him disciplines him diligently” (Pr 13:24). Isaac deceived himself into 
thinking that he was loving Esau; in truth, he hated him.  
 

 
 
 
 

C. Esau’s Despicable Action 
 

Esau’s impulsive immaturity and irreverence – his contempt for what truly mattered 
in life – reveals itself in his exchange with Jacob. Esau’s character is so contemptible 
that he agrees to Jacob’s proposal – he sells that which is of inestimable value for a 
bowl of soup. What a ___________! 

 
 
 

Esaus are those who forget things of utmost importance when faced with their 
immediate _____________. They are men and women who have not cultivated the 
virtue of self-control. Paul describes them in Philippians 3:19 as those “whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on 
earthly things.”  
 
 
 

V. Conclusion 
 

 


