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God Chose Jacob 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXVI 
Genesis 25:19-26 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Ground of Election (cf. Mt 3:9; Rom 2:28-29) 
 
 
The biblical text – the record of God’s work with the patriarchs, the founders of Israel – 
emphasizes in no uncertain terms that God’s ___________ of Israel was a result of God’s 
grace and mercy alone not the patriarchs’ righteousness.  
 
 
II. The Older Shall Serve the Younger 
 

A. Prelude 
 

 
B. Conception and in Utero 
 
 
God chooses the younger. Why? Both children are conceived by one father and born 
of one mother. Further, according to later biblical law, the rights of the firstborn are 
well established: the firstborn is the heir. But God chooses the younger. Why? Because 
He is the Sovereign Lord and decided to show mercy to Jacob and pass over Esau.  

 
C.  Birth 

 
The firstborn is red and hairy and receives the name ____________ (Esau) who 
becomes the father of the Edomites. Then the younger child comes out, grasping 
Esau’s heel and his name is called _____________ (Jacob) who becomes the father 
of Israel and is the covenant heir. 

 
III. The Election of Jacob 
 

A. God’s Choice is First 
 

If you are in Christ, you are so because God in His grace and mercy chose you 
before the foundation of the world to have such privileges and such faith.  

• To the Ephesians: God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him… (1:4) 

• To the Thessalonians: But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 
brethren beloved by the Lord, for God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth… (2 Thes 2:13) 

• To Timothy: God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before time began… (2 Tim 1:9) 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. God’s Choice is Free not Constrained (cf. Romans 9:1-18) 
 

Many teach that God looked down the corridors of history, saw who would choose 
Him, and then in response chose them. This is the _____________ view of election. 
Paul’s words in Romans 9 demonstrate that this view is deficient 
 

1. Why are so many Israelites rejecting Christ? (1-5) 
 

 
2. It is not because God’s Word has failed! (6-13) 

 
Mere physical descent from Abraham is no guarantee of salvation. God has 
always worked mysteriously and retained the sovereign privilege to choose an 
Israel within Israel (v.6b). On what basis has God chosen such an Israel? His 
sovereign freedom (11).  

 
Man’s choice doesn’t control God’s choice. God’s choice controls man’s choice. 
God doesn’t choose us because we have already believed in Him – God chooses 
us in order that we might believe in Him.  

 
3. This is not unjust! (14-18 cf. 1 Cor 1:30-31) 

 
God’s election is not a matter of justice at all but of ____________. By justice, 
God can pass over all. By nature we are all children of wrath, subject to God’s 
just judgment for our sinful nature and sinful actions. So for God to save some is 
not injustice but ____________. 

 
 
C. God’s Choice Reveals itself in Human Choices (cf. 2 Pet 1:10-11) 

 
Does the knowledge that God chooses His people before the foundation of the 
world irrespective of their merits and based only on His will make human choices 
irrelevant? Absolutely not! God’s ___________ manifests itself in human choices.  
 
This is a repeated theme in the book of Acts: 

• Acts 2:31 –  
• Acts 11:18 –  
• Acts 13:48 –   
• Acts 16:14 –  
• Acts 18:9-10 – 

 
“Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these 
things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 1:10-11). 
 

 
IV. Conclusion (cf. Is 42:1-4) 


