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God Chose Isaac 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXIV 
Genesis 25:1-18 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
 
I. Transitional Periods 
 
The word _____________ is Moses’ nod to the sources he has used to compose his history 
as well as testimony of the historical nature of the events he records.  
 
 
II. A New Patriarch 
 

A. Abraham and Keturah’s Offspring (cf.  
 

Keturah’s name means “spices” and many of these tribes traded in gold and incense.  
• Midian (cf. 37:28, 36; Ex 2:15-22; Judg 6:1ff; 7:19ff)  
• Shuah (cf. Job 2:11) 
• Sheba (cf. 1 Kgs 10:1-13; Is 60:6; Jer 6:20; Ezek 27:22) 

 
 

B. Abraham’s Death and Burial 
 
 

C. Ishmael’s Offspring 
 

The text then briefly recounts the lineage of Ishmael. _____________ princes 
descended from him – settling in Arabia.  
 
 

 
III. The Election of Isaac 
 
While God blesses all Abraham’s offspring in many ways, He blesses or chooses Isaac alone 
as the heir of the covenant promises. 
 

A. God blessed Isaac (cf. 17:19-21; 21:9-13;  
 

In Genesis 17 and 21, God declares that though He is going to bless Ishmael and his 
offspring, He is not going to establish His ___________ with Ishmael. God would 
work through the child of promise. “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” In Genesis 
25, this is emphasized once more. 
 
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. Common Grace and Special Grace 
 

1. God the Gift Giver (cf. Mt 5:43-45; Acts 14:15-17) 
 

God is lavish with His gifts. He is a God who is always giving,. Who is God? He 
is the Gift Giver. This is His nature. Eternally the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
have been giving glory one to another; out of that abounding super-sufficiency 
God created the world and all things in it – including humanity. This grace – the 
grace and blessing that God gives to all human beings simply because He is the 
Gift Giver – is called _____________ grace. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 
I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust. 

 
2. God the Sovereign Lord (cf. Dt 4:37-39; 10:14-15; 14:2; Josh 24:2-3) 

 
But the text emphasizes that God remains the Sovereign Lord. He dispenses 
these gifts as He sees fit. After all, even in the midst of giving these gifts to 
Abraham’s offspring, He refrains from giving them the most precious gift – the 
gift of the ____________. In the words of St. Paul, God allowed the Ishmaelites 
and the sons of Keturah “to walk in their own ways” (Acts 14:16). This grace of 
salvation is God’s _____________ grace. 

 
Does that seem unfair? Then recall that these gifts are God’s to give. He is the 
Creator; we are the creatures. Further, we have rebelled against Him and incurred 
His wrath. He is under no obligation to give us gifts but could justly condemn us 
all – but He chose one man, Abram, and through that man began to pursue His 
plan to rescue His people from their plight. 

 
C. God’s purpose in election (cf. 1 Cor Eph 1:3-6) 

 
The purpose of election is that all glory and honor and praise for whatever good is 
done by His people be returned in praise to God.  
 

“Yet if a man reckons up before You the merits he truly has, what is he reckoning except 
Your own gifts? If only men would know themselves to be but men, so that he that glories 
would glory in the Lord!” (Augustine, Confessions, IX.13.34) 

 
As Paul’ declares in Ephesians 1:3-6 -  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who … chose us in [Christ] 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us 
accepted in the Beloved. 

 
IV. Conclusion 


