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The God of Marriage 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXIII 
Genesis 24:1-66 (Part Two) 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
 
I. Providence and Marriage 
 
God is the holy, wise, and powerful Sovereign Lord who preserves and governs all His creatures, and 
all their actions. In His Providence, God takes an especial interest in marriage. 

• Gen 2 -  
• Gen 6 -  
• Gen 12, 20 -  
• Gen 17 -  
• Gen 24 - Rebekah was she whom the Lord had appointed as bride for Isaac. 
• Gen 29 -  
• Gen 38 -  
• Gen 39 -  

 
 
II. Principles for Godly Marriages 
 
God is interested in marriage and He has not left us without guidance on this critical issue. 
Our passion should be to __________ God while pursuing a spouse. 
 

A. Planning for Marriage 
 
1. Honor your father and mother (cf. Gen 26:34-35; 27:46; 28:6-9) 

 
Scripture exhorts you to ____________ your father and your mother in the 
pursuit of a spouse. Honor their authority and seek their wisdom. Marriages unite not 
only husband and wife but also families – and the spouse you choose will either 
be a blessing or a curse to many. So honor your parents. 
 
Parents, on your side, cultivate a relationship of trust with your children so that 
your son/daughter trusts your judgment.  
 
 
 
2. Don’t marry an unbeliever (cf. Dt 7:3-4; 1 Cor 7:39; 2 Cor 6:14ff) 

 
 
Paul repeats this condition in the NT when he tells widows that they may marry 
whomever they wish, “only in the ___________.” We are not to be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers. Second principle: do not marry an unbeliever. 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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3. Treasure the Word of God first and foremost 
 

It is better to remain _____________ than to violate the Word of God. There are 
things worse than singleness. So treasure the Word of God more than marriage. 

 
 

4. Pray regularly 
 

 
 
5. Look for character and connections 

 
 
 
 
6. Some words for men & women 

 
a. Be intentional –  

 
b. Have something to offer –  

 
c. Leave & cleave –  

 
 

B. Entering into Marriage 
 

1. Marriage is for fruitfulness (cf. Gen 1:28) 
 

Marriage is not for mere ____________ – relational, sexual, or otherwise. Like 
all things, marriage exists for the glory of God and the expansion of His 
kingdom. Marriage is for fruitfulness – a man and woman come together in 
marriage that their marriage might bear fruit in the form of children and that 
these children might be trained to rise up to serve Christ and advance His cause. 
When you get married, welcome the gift of children. Don’t embrace the fruitless 
vision of marriage popular in our broader culture. 

 
2. Marriage is for knowing 

 
Second, marriage is for knowing. No matter how much you think you know 
about your beloved and yourself prior to marriage, only in _____________ will 
that knowledge become true.  
 
“One of the best wedding gifts God gave you was a full-length mirror called your spouse. Had 
there been a card attached, it would have said, ‘Here’s to helping you discover what you’re really 
like!’” Gary and Betsy Ricucci 
 
 

III. Conclusion 


