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Burying the Dead 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXII 
Genesis 22:20-23:20 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Everlasting God (cf. Gen 21:33) 

 
 
II. The Next Generation in Focus 
 

A. Isaac’s Bride Identified (22:20-24) 
 

 
B. Abraham’s Bride Buried 
 

1. Sarah’s Death (1-2) 
 

 
2. Abraham Requests a Burial Site (3-6) 

 
 

3. Abraham Purchases a Burial Site (7-16) 
 

 
4. Abraham Buries Sarah (17-20) 

 
 

III. Application 
 

A. A Generational Faith (cf. Gen 18:19; Ps 78:1-8) 
 

The first thing that our text reminds us is that though God is _____________, we 
are not. We shall all die to be replaced by our children, our children’s children, and 
their children’s children. Hence, it is imperative that we take seriously our calling to 
equip the next generation to fear and serve the Lord.  
 

Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my 
mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, Which we have heard and known, And 
our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to 
come the praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. 
For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He 
commanded our fathers, That they should make them known to their children; That the 
generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, That they may arise and 
declare them to their children, That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of 
God, But keep His commandments; And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and 
rebellious generation, A generation that did not set its heart aright, And whose spirit was not 
faithful to God. (Psalm 78:1-8) 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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B. Caring for the Dead 
 

1. Burial is an act of love and/or respect. (cf. Dt 21:22f) 
 
 
 

“To refuse or deny burial for someone was always a sign of contempt – and often (though 
not always) the result of God’s judgment (cf. Dt 28:26; 2 Sam 21:6, 9; 1 Kgs 14:10-13; 
2 Kgs 9:10; Ps 79:1-4; Jer 8:2; 14:16; 16:4, 6; 25:33; Rev 11:9).” 

 
 

2. The body is not merely a “husk” but a person. (1 Cor 6:14ff) 
 

Even in death the body that is laid in the tomb is not simply a body. It is the body of the 
person. More properly, it is the person as respects the body. It is the person who is buried or 
laid in the tomb… So what is laid in the grave is still integral to the person who died. In 
and during death the person is identified with the dissolved material entity. John Murray 

 
Biblically, body and soul make up the human person. The Word of God declares 
that God created us body and soul and that our bodies are very good, an integral 
part of who we are. My body is not my prison; my body is _________. 

 
 

3. Burial is an act of faith and hope. (Rom 8:24; Phil 3:21; 1 Cor 15:35ff) 
 

Third, biblically, burial is an act of faith and hope. It expresses our trust in God’s 
promises and our hope for the future. So what is our hope? Jesus states it 
succinctly in one of the beatitudes: Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the 
__________. Biblically, heaven is not our hope. Heaven is a temporary dwelling 
where the dead in Christ await our true hope: the ______________ of the dead. 
 

 
4. Historically, we Christians bury our dead; we don’t burn our dead. 

 
Historically, therefore, burial, not cremation, has been the Christian way to care 
for our dead. Francis Schaeffer notes that we can trace the early progress of 
Christianity by studying cemeteries because “the Romans __________ their dead, the 
Christians buried theirs.” Burial is an act of faith, of trust, of belief in God. It says to 
God, “We believe your promise, that you shall raise this body from the grave.” 
 
 
The problem with cremation is that it is the deliberate destruction of our loved 
one by fire and by grinding their bones to dust. Decker writes that it is “an active 
process in which people actually destroy the body in a very deliberate fashion.”  
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion 


