
 1 

Human Sacrifice 
Genesis 12-50: Part XXI 
Genesis 22:1-19 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. That’s not right! 

 
 
 
II. The Logic of Human Sacrifice 
 

A. Mercy’s Dilemma 
 

When God shows mercy to Adam and Eve, this introduces a dilemma into the 
world. God is a God of justice, integrity, life, blessing, joy, and peace. Yet God has 
shown mercy – how can He do this and remain ____________? It’s not right! By 
right, Adam and Eve deserve to die! They are guilty! But instead of slaying them, 
God provides a substitute to die in their place so that they would learn to trust Him 
to provide a final sacrifice to remove their guilt. 
 
 
 
 
B. Paganism and Guilt 
 
But as our fathers abandoned the Living God, the One who promised that He would 
deal with our guilt, our guilt didn’t magically disappear. We suppressed our guilt, 
suppressed our sense of responsibility. But the guilt remained. So we tried to deal 
with the guilt in other ways. 
 
Most commonly, unbelief turned to animal sacrifices. But, almost universally, 
paganism acknowledged that, in extreme cases, covering guilt required not animal 
sacrifice but _____________. Only the death of a man could cover the guilt of man. 
Death is embraced in order to solicit prosperity and happiness and peace. 

 
 
 

But here’s the problem – it doesn’t work. It’s empty, nothingness. You cannot atone 
for your sin, you cannot earn God’s favor, you cannot buy His forgiveness, and you 
cannot achieve happiness apart from Him. You are guilty; deserving of death. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. The Abomination of Human Sacrifice 
 

A. God Tests Abraham (cf. Gen 21:12; Heb 11:17-19) 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ concluding 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a 
figurative sense.  

 
 
 

B. God Provides a Substitute (cf. Dt 12:29-31; Lev 18:21; 20:2-5; Jer 7:31; 32:35) 
 

Even as God had provided a ___________ for Adam and Eve, so He does here for 
Isaac. In so doing, God declares He hates and abhors human sacrifice. 
 
““When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and 
you displace them and dwell in their land, take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow 
them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 
‘How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’ You shall not worship the LORD 
your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their 
gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.” (Deut 12:29–31) 

 
 
 
 
C. God Reiterates His Oath 
 
Now we can certainly rejoice that God abhors human sacrifice and forbids it. But 
this doesn’t completely resolve our dilemma. If Isaac is guilty before God – and he is 
– then how can God accept this ram in his place? The ram isn’t guilty – Isaac is.  
 
It would seem that a human must suffer. Again, this is the logic of human sacrifice. 
But God abhors human sacrifice. Is there no hope? Thanks be to God – there is 
hope! In Abraham’s __________, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. The 
ram was a mere type, a picture of the true Lamb that God would one day provide. 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
 
But if God abhors human sacrifice, how is it that Jesus’ sacrifice delighted Him? The 
answer is that Jesus is ___________ Himself in human flesh – in Jesus’ sacrifice, 
God did not demand that another die on behalf of His people; God in Christ offered 
Himself a sacrifice for His people. He did that which we could not do, that which He 
would not allow to be done by us.  

 
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion (1 Chr 16:23-29) 


