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Abraham’s Covenant with Abimelech 
Genesis 12-50: Part XX 
Genesis 21:22-34 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Twofold Promise Fulfilled 

 
God made two promises to Abraham: Seed & Land. I 
will give this land to your offspring. But there were two problems: 
 

i. No child – 
  

ii. Nomad – 
 
 
 
II. Covenant with Abimelech 
 

A. Abimelech solicits a covenant with Abraham (vv. 22-24) 
 

Abimelech has decided that it is not Abraham who needs his 
protection but he who needs Abraham’s protection. Abimelech 
seeks a covenant of peace with Abraham and his offspring. 
 
 
 
 
B. Covenant negotiated and sworn (vv. 25-31) 
 
 
So Abraham and Abimelech make a covenant, they swear an 
oath – Abraham gives sheep and oxen as pledge for the 
covenant, a pledge that he will do as he has promised.  
 
 
As a memorial of the oath that was sworn here and the 
possession which Abraham took of this place, he named it 
Beersheba, “Well of the ___________.” 
 

 
 
C. Abraham worships the Everlasting God (vv. 32-34) 

 
Abraham shows his possession of the land by planting a tamarisk tree by the well 
and worshiping Yahweh, the Everlasting God, the God who rules one generation 
after another and who fulfills His promises to His people.  
 
 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. Favor (Prov 16:7 cf. Gen 26:28; 2 Chr 17:10; Dan 1:9) 
 

When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. The 
One whose ___________ we are to court is God Himself. If you try to please men 
and neglect to please God then God will take away even the favor of men. But if you 
strive to please God, make His smile the object of your desires, then you can trust 
Him to work on your behalf even with your enemies. 

 
B. Firstfruits 

 
The ______________ is the preliminary harvest that anticipates the full harvest. 
 

1. Jesus and the Firstfruits among the Nations (cf. Ro 16:5; 1 Cor 16:15; Jas 
1:18; Rev 14:4) 

 
Beersheba is the ______________ of God’s promise to give the whole land to 
Abraham’s offspring. Similarly, God grants us foretastes of His promises. First, 
God promises Jesus the homage of the nations (Ps 2, 72; Is 49; Dan 7). So when 
individuals or peoples are converted, the apostles describe them as the 
______________ of Jesus’ complete inheritance.  

 
2. Christians and the Firstfruits of the Spirit (cf. Rom 8:18-25) 
 
God has promised us that all creation including our physical bodies shall be 
renewed in the resurrection. The groaning and pain and suffering that we 
experience at this time will be completely wiped away. How do we know this?  
 

i. Spiritual Resurrection by the Spirit (Rom 8:23) 
 

Even as Abraham’s possession of Beersheba assured him that God 
would grant the entire land to his offspring, so the gift of the Spirit 
assures us of God’s intention to renew all creation including us. The 
Spirit is the ____________ of our inheritance. The reason we can be 
assured that our bodies shall rise from the dead and be renewed by the 
power of God is that already our spirits have been given new life.  

 
ii. Christ’s Resurrection (1 Cor 15:20-28)  

 
Christ’s resurrection is the ________________ of our resurrection, the 
guarantee of God’s promise. 

 
 

C. Worship (cf. 12:7, 8; 13:4, 18; 17:3; 20:17) 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


