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Abraham and Abimelech 
Genesis 12-50: Part XVII 
Genesis 20:1-18 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Fulfilling His Promise (cf. 18:10) 
 
 
 
II. Abraham and Abimelech 
 

A. Conflict Ensues (vv. 1-2) 
 

 
 
B. God Warns Abimelech (vv. 3-7) 

 
 
God declares to Abimelech, “Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have 
taken, for she is married to a husband.” God’s words here likely contain a double entendre 
– presently Abimelech is a “dead man” and, further, he shall be a “dead man” if he 
fails to repent because God will judge Him. 
 
 
 
C. Abimelech Interacts with Abraham (vv. 8-13) 

 
 
“In Hurrian society the bonds of marriage were strongest and most solemn when the wife had 
simultaneously the juridical status of a sister…. This is why a man would sometimes marry a girl 
and adopt her at the same time as his sister, in two separate steps recorded in independent legal 
documents. Violations of such sistership arrangements were punished more severely than breaches of 
marriage contracts. The practice was apparently a reflection of the underlying fratriarchal system, 
and it gave the adoptive brother greater authority than was granted the husband. By the same token, 
the adopted sister enjoyed correspondingly greater protection and higher social status.” E.A. Speiser 
 
 
 
D. Abimelech Vindicates Abraham (vv. 14-16) 

 
 
 
 
E. Peace Restored (vv. 17-18) 

 
 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. An Apology for Deception (cf. 1 Sam 21:10-15) 
 
Is deception sinful? Yes, in ____________ circumstances. But David wasn’t in normal 
circumstances and neither was Abraham. In normal circumstances, truth is the order of the 
day. We serve a God of ____________. However, when responding to extreme injustice, 
preserving the lives of others by shrewd means is good and right. 
 

• The story repeats itself __________ times and each time God delivers the patriarch 
from trouble.  

• God protects and ____________ the patriarch each time while cursing his enemies. 
• The _____________ give no explicit clues that the patriarchs are at fault. 
• ___________ never rebukes Abraham for his conduct while rebuking his enemies. 

 
 
 
 
 
IV. Two Tyrants 
 

• Unlike Pharaoh, Abimelech had a fear of ___________ and a moral conscience. He 
would not have attacked Abraham nor taken Sarah into his harem had he known that 
they were married.  

• Unlike Pharaoh, Abimelech recognized the legitimacy of Abraham’s concerns, 
vindicated him and Sarah, and invited them to stay in his territory. Abimelech, in 
other words, _____________. 

 
 
 
 
V. Don’t Touch My Prophets (cf. Ps 105:1-15) 

 
So what does this text teach us? Well notice that Abraham, God’s prophet, finds his 
__________ (Sarah) threatened by a ___________ (Abimelech). But God intervenes. He 
curses Abimelech’s household and protects Sarah. He identifies Abraham as his prophet and 
orders Abimelech to return Sarah to him or suffer even more disastrous consequences. God 
preserves the honor of His prophet Abraham and the integrity of Abraham’s bride. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. Conclusion 
 


