
The Land of Israel and the Future
The question of the “Land Promise” is very significant in the Bible.  The Hebrew term 'erets`  is 
the fourth most utilized term of the Hebrew Scriptures, used 2504 times in almost 10% of all OT 
verses. The LXX/NT Greek term (ge)  is used 3422 in the whole of the Greek version of the 
Scriptures. Westminster Professor, Vern Poythress observes, “ “One of the main aspects of the 
promise made to Abraham is the promise that he and his offspring will inherit the land (Genesis 
12:1, 7; 13:14-17; 15:18-21; 17:8).”

Did God “give them the Land” in such a way that the promise to Abraham was fulfilled in the 
days of Joshua? E.g., Joshua 21:45 - “Not one of the good promises which the LORD had made 
to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.” Were there future dimensions of that promise? 
Robert  Saucy  writes,  “many  aspects  of  the  [Abrahamic]  promise  remain  to  be  fulfilled, 
especially those dealing with the 'great nation' seed and the ‘land...'”

VIEWS ON ISRAEL AND THE LAND PROMISE

The Future of the “Land”: Romans 4:13 says, “It was not through law that Abraham and his 
offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world (cosmos), but through the 
righteousness  that  comes  by  faith.”  Cranfield  says  it  is,  “restoration  to  Abraham  and  his 
spiritual seed of man’s inheritance (Gen 1.27-28) which was lost through sin.”  Dunn says “[it] is 
the restoration of God’s created order, of man to his Adamic status…”

The Future of Israel: Daniel 9:24–27 - “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and 
your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most 
holy  place  .  .  .  and the  people  of  the  prince  who is  to  come will  destroy the  city  and the 
sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are 
determined. . . will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is 
decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”

What does this mean for the current “State of Israel”?
What does this mean for the Christian in Palestine?
What does this mean for the Christian in America?
What does this mean for us?
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