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I. Introduction 
 
II. A Sign and Seal 
 

A. Circumcision was not magic (cf. Gen 15:6; Dt 10:16; Jer 9:25f; Acts 8:13, 20-23) 
 

God’s covenant signs are not _________ – they don’t have some intrinsic worth that 
automatically guarantees that the individual receiving the sign will be saved. Merely 
receiving the covenant sign is not sufficient to save anyone.  
 

 
B. Circumcision was “the covenant” (17:10, 13, 14 cf. Acts 7:8) 

 
Under the Abrahamic covenant, to despise circumcision was to despise ________. 
 
C. Circumcision was “the sign of the covenant” (17:11) 

 
1. The Noahic Sign (cf. Gen 9:12-17) 

 
 
The rainbow is the first “sign” of a covenant mentioned in Scripture. So how 
does it “work”? The sign works in two ways: 

i. It reminds __________ of His promise. 
ii. It visibly demonstrates to __________ the reliability of God’s 

promise.  
 
The rainbow did not point to the _________ of Noah and his sons; it pointed to 
the _____________ of God. 
 
 
2. The Abrahamic Sign 

 
Circumcision is the sign of the Abrahamic covenant. So how does it “work”? 

i. It reminds God of His promise –  
ii. It visibly demonstrates to Abraham and believing Israelites the 

reliability of God’s promise.  
 
Notice, therefore, that as the “sign of the covenant” circumcision doesn’t point to 
the __________ of Abraham and his sons; it points to the ____________ of 
God. God’s word is reliable. He will do what He has said He will do – so trust 
Him, believe Him, believe that His promise is reliable. Circumcision pointed 
Abraham to the Promised Seed who would roll away the reproach of humanity. 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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D. Paul’s Commentary (Rom 4:1-12) 
 

1. Justified by Faith (vv. 1-8) 
 

2. A Sign and Seal of Christ’s Righteousness (vv. 9-12) 
 

Where do covenant signs point? Well note what Paul has to say in v. 11 – He 
received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith… (ESV). 

 
III. The Sign of the New Covenant 

 
A. Circumcision and Baptism (cf. Col 2:11-12) 

 
Baptism is the sign of the new covenant. It is the new covenant parallel to 
circumcision. So as a sign what does baptism do? 

i. It reminds __________ of His promise –  
ii. It visibly demonstrates to __________ the reliability of God’s promise.  

 
B. Baptism and Faith 

 
Baptism is not first and foremost my word to _________ but _________ Word to me. It 
is a seal of God’s faithfulness not my faith.  

 
 “… the issue is whether in the sacraments it is human beings who are doing something by their 
understanding and action, or it is God who is doing something by his gift and promise… This great 
divide between those who understand the sacraments primarily as human actions and those who 
understand them primarily as God’s actions is not widely understood…on the one side the ‘ordinances,’ 
as they are often called, are means of expressing faith to God, and on the other side, sacraments are a 
means of receiving grace from God.” Leonard J. Vander Zee 

 
C. We baptize based on God’s promise not our faith 

 
1. Children and OT Prophecy (Jer 32:38-40; Is 59:21; Ps 103:17f; Lk 1:48-50) 

 
2. Children and Our Lord Jesus (Mt 19:13-15; 21:15-16; Lk 18:15-17) 

 
3. Children and the Apostles (Acts 2:39; 16:31-34; Eph 6:1-4) 

 
4. Children in the History of the Church 

 
Here certainly appears the extraordinary love of our God, in that as soon as we are born, and just as 
we come from our mother, he hath commanded us to be solemnly brought from her bosom, as it were, 
into his own arms, that he should bestow upon us, in the very cradle, the tokens of our dignity and 
future kingdom; …that, in a word, he should join us to himself in the most solemn covenant from our 
most tender years: the remembrance of which, as it is glorious and full of consolation to us, so in like 
manner it tends to promote Christian virtues, and the strictest holiness, through the whole course of our 
lives. Herman Witsius (1636-1708) 

 
IV. Conclusion 


