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I. Hannibal’s Covenant in Italy 
 
 
 
 
II. God Covenant with Abram 
 

A. Encounter #1 – Seed 
 

1. The Lord speaks to Abram (v. 1) 
 
 

2. Abram respectfully questions God’s plan (vv. 2-3) 
 
 

3. God symbolically assures Abram of His promise (vv. 4-5) 
 
 
 

 
B. Abram Believed the Lord (v. 6) 

 
 
 
 

C. Encounter #2 – Land 
 

1. The Lord speaks to Abram (v. 7) 
 
 

2. Abram respectfully questions God’s plan (v. 8) 
 

 
3. God symbolically assures Abram of His promise (vv. 9-21) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
God is the Sovereign Lord indeed! He is the Ruler over men and nations. He 
governs the history of the world such that He can predict precisely when Israel 
shall return and inherit the land.  

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Contours of Covenant Life 
 

A. A Covenant Keeping People (cf. Jer 34:17-20; Ps 15) 
 

Notice a couple things from Jeremiah 34:17-20 -  
• “Cutting” the Covenant (18-19) –  
• “My” covenant (18) – 
• Sanctions (17, 20) – 

 
We are called to be a covenant-keeping people. When we swear an oath, we are not 
just making a promise but calling God to witness that we shall most certainly follow 
through on that promise. So what ought we to think of these oaths that we make? 

• We swear our oaths over the shed blood of our Savior _____________; 
• God considers these oaths ___________;  
• Consequently, if we ____________ our oaths, God will hold us accountable. 

 
Principles for swearing oaths / making covenants: 
 Take oaths seriously; 
 Consider carefully before you make them; 
 Once you’ve made them, fulfill them. 
 

 
B. A Covenant Keeping God (cf. Heb 6:13-18) 
 
The God whom we worship and serve is Himself a covenant-keeping God. God 
always keeps covenant with His people. When God passes through the sundered 
pieces of the animals, He is confirming the promises that He has made to Abram by 
swearing a self-maledictory oath. A self-maledictory oath is an oath in which you call 
down judgment on ____________ should you fail to fulfill the promise you are 
making.  
 
 
 
God Himself in the Person of His Son followed through with this self-maledictory 
oath. In order to fulfill His promise to Abram, God the Son took on human flesh 
and dwelt among us; He suffered and died; He suffered the death of the slain 
animals in order that He might fulfill His covenant oath to Abram. 
 
 
 
 
C. Summoning to Faith 

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


