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Abram’s Faithfulness in Warfare 
Genesis 12-50: Part VI 
Genesis 14:1-24 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Problems with Pacifism (cf. Rom 12:17-13:7; Pr 

20:26; Ps 101:6-8) 
 
____________ is the belief that it is wrong always and everywhere for Christians to employ 
the use of force. To maintain this position, pacifists drive a deep wedge between the OT and 
NT: Jesus repeals the OT use of violence by commanding us to “turn the other cheek.” 
However, when Jesus urged us to “turn the other cheek”, he was not saying that violence is 
always wrong but was instructing us how to respond to personal insults and slights.  
 
Scripture distinguishes between the responsibility of individual persons and the responsibility 
of governing authorities. Individual persons are not to take revenge – we are to rely upon the 
vengeance of God. But those who in positions of authority are responsible to use their 
authority, even employing force at times, to execute God’s vengeance or wrath. Solomon 
declares, “A wise king sifts out the wicked, and brings the threshing wheel over them” (Prov 20:26).  
 
WCF. XXIII:2. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate, when called 
thereunto: in the managing whereof, as they ought especially to maintain piety, justice, and peace, according to 
the wholesome laws of each commonwealth; so, for that end, they may lawfully, now under the new testament, 
wage war, upon just and necessary occasion. 
 
 
II. Abram’s Faithfulness in Warfare 
 

A. Lot in the Crossfire (vv. 1-12) 
 

1. Four Kings against Five 
 

 
2. Flushed with Victory (cf. Dt 2:10-12, 20) 

 
 
3. Plundering the vanquished 

 
 
 
 

B. Abram to the Rescue (vv. 13-16) 
 
 
 

C. Abram and the Spoils of War (vv. 17-24) 
 

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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III. Application 
 

A. The Character of Abram 
 

1. Loyalty –  
2. Courage –  
3. Humility –  
4. Honor –  
 
 
 

B. Some Principles for War 
 

1. Defensive War 
 

A foundational principle of just war is that in order for a war to be just it must be 
___________ in nature. Wars of ______________ are unjust violations of the 
6th and 8th commandments which forbid murder and theft.  
 
 

 
2. Might for Right 

 
Second, just because you’re stronger doesn’t mean you have the right to impose 
your will on those who are weaker. ___________ is a trust given to you by God 
to be used in the service of truth and justice.  
 
 

 
 

3. Proper Ends – Thankfulness 
 

Abram and Melchizedek remind us that it is God Most High, the Possessor of 
heaven and earth, who controls the outcome of ___________. Hence, when we 
are victorious, our calling is to give him thanks and praise.  

 
 
 
 

C. The Greater Abram (cf. Jn 8:53) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


