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Abram’s Faithfulness in Egypt 
Genesis 12-50: Part IV 
Genesis 12:10-13:4 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Saboteurs 
 
Max Manus versus Timothy McVeigh  
 
 
 
II. Sojourn in Egypt 
 

A. Famine in the Land (v. 10) 
 
 

B. A Strange Scheme (vv. 11-13) 
 

1. A Repeated Stratagem (cf. Gen 20:1ff; 26:6-11) 
 

We learn from Abraham’s words to Abimelech (20:13) that this stratagem was 
developed prior to Abram’s departure from ______________.  
 
 
2. Was Abram being selfish? (cf. Gen 20:13) 

 
“[Abram] thus thinks that he will give the marriage-honor of his wife a sacrifice for his self-
preservation; at all events, he is prepared to do this.” Franz Delitzsch 
 

• Abram’s ___________ were well founded.  
• A fratriarchal society: in the absence of a father, a woman’s __________ 

would negotiate marriage contracts on her behalf. Consequently, their 
ruse places Abram in the best position to protect their entire caravan.  

 
 

3. Were Abram and Sarai siblings? (cf. Gen 11:31; 20:12) 
 

• Incestuous unions have been almost universally abhorred 
• Terah’s genealogy gives no hint that ___________ was Terah’s daughter  
• Sarai was likely Abram’s _____________ sister. 

 
While ties of marriage could be terminated with divorce, sibling ties – the bond 
between brother and sister – could not be so easily severed. Hence, the practice 
of adopting one’s wife as one’s sister was a protection to the ______________. It 
guaranteed that she would be financially supported in the event the man grew 
dissatisfied and wanted a divorce.  

 

Outline of Genesis 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II.The Toledoth of 

… 
f. Terah [Abram] (11:27-25:11) 
g. Ishmael (25:12-18) 
h. Isaac (25:19-35:29) 
i. Esau (36:1-37:1) 
j. Jacob (37:2-50:26) 
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4. Was Abram’s stratagem sinful? 
 

• The story repeats itself ____________ times and each time God delivers 
the patriarch from trouble.  

• God protects and _____________ Abram in each circumstance while 
___________ Abram’s enemies. 

• Abram is a faithful worshiper of Yahweh.  
• ____________ does not rebuke Abram or Isaac for their conduct.  

 
 

C. Tyranny and Deliverance (12:14-13:4) 
 

 
Pharaoh practices a shocking act of ____________. With no respect for God or 
custom, Pharaoh takes Sarai into his harem and then tries to buy Abram off with 
gifts and presents. But God intervenes and plagues Pharaoh. Rather than repent and 
confess his despotism, Pharaoh has the audacity to blame _____________.  
 

 
III. Application 
 

A. Hard Providences 
 

First, let us note the sober message of our text: God often tests his saints with 
___________, with hard providences.  
 
 
 
B. Tyranny and deceit (cf. Ex 1:17-21) 

 
Second, Abram’s story reminds us that context matters. Is deception sinful? Well yes 
in normal circumstances. But Abram was not in normal circumstances. In normal 
circumstances, truth is the order of the day. We serve a God of _____________. 
However, when responding to extreme injustice, preserving the lives of others by 
shrewd means is good and right. 
 

 
 

C. Our Deliverer (cf. Ps 105:14-15) 
 

Moses recorded God’s deliverance of Abram from the hand of Pharaoh as an 
encouragement to Israel: God always ____________ His people from their enemies. 
For those who trust the Lord, the Lord is a shield and a bulwark.  

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


