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Treasuring God’s Word 
Genesis 12-50: Part I 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. Centrality of the Word (cf. Dt 6:4-9) 
 
Attention to the Word of God is always at the center of reform and a neglect of it is always at the 
center of judgment. 
 

A. The Word of God and Times of Reform 
 

1. Old Testament Reforms (2 Chr 30:22; 31:4; 34:14-21; Ezra 7:10; Neh 8:1ff) 
 

• Hezekiah –  
 

• Josiah – 
 

• Ezra & Nehemiah 
 
When God restores and builds up His people, He does it through the ________. 
 
 
2. New Testament Reform (Mt 7:24-27; Mk 7:6-13; Acts 17:11) 

 
 
That which brings life and stability to the ____________ is the Word of God. 
Who is the wise man who builds his house on the rock? And who is the foolish 
man that builds his house on the sand?  

 
 
 
 

3. Historical Reforms 
 
 

The Word of God is the true “relic” above all relics. Indeed, it is the only one we Christians 
acknowledge and have. though we had the bones of all the saints or all the holy and consecrated 
vestments gathered together in one heap, they could not help us in the slightest degree, for they are 
all dead things that can sanctify no one. But God’s Word is the treasure that sanctifies all 
things. By it all the saints themselves have been sanctified. At whatever time God’s Word is 
taught, preached, heard, read, or pondered, there the person, the day, and the work are 
sanctified by it, not on account of the external work but on account of the Word which makes 
us all saints. Accordingly, I constantly repeat that all our life and work must be guided by 
God’s Word if they are to be God-pleasing or holy. (Martin Luther, The Large Catechism) 
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B. The Word of God and Times of Judgment 
 

An improper response to God’s Word brings the ____________ of men and nations. 
 

1. Assyrian and Babylonian Judgments (Is 6:9f; Jer 5:30f; Am 8:11f) 
 

• Assyrian Judgment on N. Israel – Is 6:9-10 
• Babylonian Judgment on Judah – Jer 5:30-31 

 
Amos 8:11-12 (NKJV) 
11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord God, “That I will send a famine on the land, 
Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the Lord. 12 They 
shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the 
word of the Lord, But shall not find it. 
 
2. Roman Judgment (Lk 16:27-31) 

 
 
A disinterest in the Word of God is both a ___________ of judgment and a 
____________ of judgment.  

 
 

III. The Authority of the Word 
 
The Word of God represents the very voice of God! Hence to reject the Scriptures is to 
reject God. 
 

A. The Voice of God (cf. 2 Tim 3:16-17) 
 
 

B. Contemporary Doubts 
 

1. The Living Word permits us to dispense with the Written Word. 
 

2. The Spirit supplants the Word (cf. 1 Pet 1:10-12; 2 Pet 1:20-21) 
 

3. The Scripture contains errors. (cf. Ps 119:89, 96, 140, 160) 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 
 
As a wife deals with the letters of her husband that is in a far Country; she finds many sweet inklings of his 
love, and she will read these letters often, and daily; she would talk with her husband afar off, and see him in 
the letters. Oh, she says to herself, thus and thus he thought when he wrote these lines, and then she thinks he 
speaks to her again; she reads these letters only because she would be with her husband a little, and have a 
little parley with him in his pen, though not in his presence: so these ordinances are but the Lord’s love-letters. 
 Thomas Hooker 


