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Glorious Covenant (II) 
Genesis 1-11 Part XXIV – Genesis 9:1-17 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Character of Covenants 
 
Yahweh, the Covenant Lord, establishes a sacred bond with Noah and his sons that is both unconditional 
and conditional. 
 

A. Yahweh the Covenant Lord 
 
 

B. Bonds in Blood 
 

A ___________ is a bond – a binding relationship, a sacred relationship – like 
marriage. It is not simply a casual friendship or acquaintance but a sacred bond. 
_____________ have immense privileges and solemn obligations.  
 
Because Adam and Eve broke covenant with God, we as human beings can no 
longer live in covenant with God apart from the sacrifice of Jesus. Hence, post-Fall 
covenants are not only bonds, they are “bonds in __________.” In other words, 
they are bonds founded on the sacrificial death of Jesus.  
 

 
 

C. Unconditional and Conditional 
 

“God’s covenants are unconditional in the sense that God will always carry out the purposes for 
which he made the covenants. In the covenant of grace, God the Father will certainly save those he 
has given to his Son. But they are conditional in that those who would receive those blessings must 
respond to God with a living and active faith (James 2:14-26). By God’s sovereign plan, however, 
he sees to it that the conditions are met in those he has ordained for salvation.” John Frame 
 
 
 
 

II. Establishing the Covenant 
 

A. Speech #1: Blessing and Calling (vv. 1-7) 
 

1. God reissues the Dominion Mandate. (1, 7) 
 
 

2. God protects men from animals. (2) 
 
 

3. God provides food. (3)  
 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 

 



 2 

4. God preserves the sanctity of life. 
a. Prohibits eating animals with their blood (4); 
b. Promises to guard the lifeblood of humanity from men and beasts (5); 
c. Establishes the foundation for a penal/justice system (6); 

 
 
The obligations that God places upon Noah and his sons are not burdens but 
_____________. They provide the context for human flourishing and growth. 

• Worship –  
• Child bearing & rearing – 
• Cultural development – 
• Honor for life – 
• Justice –  

 
 
B. Speech #2: God’s Covenant Oath (vv. 8-11) 

 
The second speech records the _____________ oath which God shall fulfill: never 
again shall he flood the earth. God upholds all things by the Word of His Power; and 
He has promised that so long as the earth endures seedtime and harvest, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease. 

 
 

C. Speech #3: The Covenant Sign (vv. 12-16) 
 

 
1. Judgment vs. Salvation (cf. Jn 3:17) 

 
Judgment will not be the primary means by which God fulfills His promise to 
strike the head of the serpent. Working _____ us is not sufficient; God must 
work _______ us. And Jesus’ resurrection empowers this internal change: by the 
power of the resurrection God changes our hearts, gives us new life, and 
accomplishes the task of reversing Satan’s work. 
 
2. Covenant with all the earth (cf. Rom 8:19-23; Col 1:19-20) 

 
The Noahic Covenant clarifies that God’s intention in sending the Seed of the 
Woman is to rescue the earth from the ravages of the Evil One. God’s work in 
Christ is not simply to bring sinners to heaven when they die; God’s work is to 
redeem ___________.  

 
 
D. Speech #4: Conclusion (v. 17) 

 
 
 
III. Conclusion 


