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Inglorious Apostasy 
Genesis 1-11 Part XX – Genesis 6:1-8 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Some things difficult to understand (cf. 2 Pet 3:16) 
 
 
 
II. Inglorious Apostasy 
 

A. Interpretive Options 
 

1. Fallen Angels (cf. Job 1:6; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6 but cf. Mt 22:30) 
 

Arguments in favor: 
i. “Sons of god” 
ii. Jude 6 
iii. Nephilim  
 

Problems: 
i. Angels neither marry nor are given in marriage; 
ii. God judged mankind; 
iii. What happened to all the other offspring of Seth?  

 
 

2. Sethites and Cainites 
 
Arguments in favor: 

i. Narrative arc 
ii. God judged all mankind  
iii. “Sons of God” in this toledoth (5:1-2) 
iv. Apostasy and Jude 12-15 

 
 
 

B. The Text 
 
1. Apostasy (vv.1-2 cf. 6:11-12) 

 
The godly line of _________ has apostatized, abandoned their faith in God and 
gone after the world. The corruption that already characterized the line of 
_________ has come to characterize the godly as well (cf. 6:11-12).  
 
 
2. Warning (v. 3) 

 
God’s judgments are never hasty. God always bides His time. He sends prophets 
to speak His Word. He waits for repentance. 

Outline of Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Prologue: Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 
II. The Toledoth of 

1) Heavens & Earth (2:4-4:26) 
2) Adam (5:1-6:8) 
3) Noah (6:9-9:29) 
4) Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-11:9) 
5) Shem (11:10-26) 
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3. Parenthesis – The Nephilim (v. 4 cf. Num 13:32-33; Dt 9:1-3) 
 

The Nephilim are the “mighty men of old, men of renown.” Most likely, they 
were the mighty rulers and city-builders mentioned in Cain’s line – men like 
Cain’s son ___________: tyrants, bloodthirsty warriors, committed to making 
everyone fall before them and obey them.  
 
 
4. Judgment (vv. 5-7) 

 
God gave His people time to repent but they have not done so. God permitted 
________ to run its full course and the consequence is sobering – all of 
humanity is corrupt and given to violence and oppression.  

 
 
5. Faithfulness (v. 8) 

 
Yet in His grace and mercy God has preserved a remnant, preserved the Seed of 
the Woman. Noah finds grace in the eyes of the Lord.  
 
 

 
III. Lessons for Israel and for Us 
 

A. Apostasy (cf. Heb 10:26-31; Jude 3-4) 
 

God takes apostasy seriously. As believers in Christ, we are warned that if we turn 
away from Christ then we will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
 
 
B. Intermarriage and Apostasy (cf. Dt 7:3-5; Neh 13:25ff; 2 Cor 6:14-18) 

 
One of the chief means that Satan uses to ensnare the people of God and to destroy 
our effectiveness is ___________ with unbelievers or with nominal believers. The 
people of God are not to marry unbelievers! 
 

 
C. The Judgment of God (cf. Ps 50) 

 
God’s judgment inevitably falls on apostates. God will not have his Name mocked. 
He is patient; he often delays punishment; he delays punishment to see if folks will 
respond to His Word and repent. But if there is no repentance, then God will move 
in judgment and His judgment will fall swiftly and surely. 

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


